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The Treatise of Hernando Ruiz de Alarcón is one of the most important surviving documents of early
colonial Mexico. It was written in 1629 as an aid to Roman Catholic churchmen in their efforts to root out
the vestiges of pre-Columbian Aztec religious beliefs and practices. For the student of Aztec religion and
culture is a valuable source of information.

Hernando Ruiz de Alarcón was born in Taxco, Guerrero, Mexico, in the latter part of the sixteenth century.
He attended the University of Mexico and later took holy orders. Sometime after he was assigned to the
parish of Atenango, he began writing the Treatise for his fellow priests and church superiors to use as a guide
in suppressing native "heresy."

With great care and attention to detail Ruiz de Alarcón collected and recorded Aztec religious practices and
incantations that had survived a century of Spanish domination (sometimes in his zeal extracting information
from his informants through force and guile). He wrote down the incantations in Nahuatl and translated them
into Spanish for his readers. He recorded rites for such everyday activities as woodcutting, traveling, hunting,
fishing, farming, harvesting, fortune telling, lovemaking, and the curing of many diseases, from toothache to
scorpion stings. Although Ruiz de Alarcón was scornful of native medical practices, we know now that in
many aspects of medicine the Aztec curers were far ahead of their European counterparts.
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From reader reviews:

Carl Carrillo:

The guide untitled Treatise on the Heathen Superstitions: That Today Live Among the Indians Native to This
New Spain, 1629 (Civilization of the American Indian Series) (The Civilization of the American Indian
Series) is the book that recommended to you to read. You can see the quality of the guide content that will be
shown to an individual. The language that author use to explained their way of doing something is easily to
understand. The writer was did a lot of exploration when write the book, to ensure the information that they
share for you is absolutely accurate. You also will get the e-book of Treatise on the Heathen Superstitions:
That Today Live Among the Indians Native to This New Spain, 1629 (Civilization of the American Indian
Series) (The Civilization of the American Indian Series) from the publisher to make you more enjoy free
time.

Carol Sage:

Treatise on the Heathen Superstitions: That Today Live Among the Indians Native to This New Spain, 1629
(Civilization of the American Indian Series) (The Civilization of the American Indian Series) can be one of
your beginner books that are good idea. We recommend that straight away because this reserve has good
vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
nonetheless delivering the information. The author giving his/her effort to put every word into delight
arrangement in writing Treatise on the Heathen Superstitions: That Today Live Among the Indians Native to
This New Spain, 1629 (Civilization of the American Indian Series) (The Civilization of the American Indian
Series) although doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource
facts that maybe you can be among it. This great information could drawn you into fresh stage of crucial
thinking.

Patricia Gagliano:

The book untitled Treatise on the Heathen Superstitions: That Today Live Among the Indians Native to This
New Spain, 1629 (Civilization of the American Indian Series) (The Civilization of the American Indian
Series) contain a lot of information on the idea. The writer explains her idea with easy method. The language
is very easy to understand all the people, so do certainly not worry, you can easy to read this. The book was
written by famous author. The author brings you in the new age of literary works. You can actually read this
book because you can please read on your smart phone, or program, so you can read the book in anywhere
and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can open their official web-site and also order it. Have a
nice learn.

Jessie Orlando:

This Treatise on the Heathen Superstitions: That Today Live Among the Indians Native to This New Spain,



1629 (Civilization of the American Indian Series) (The Civilization of the American Indian Series) is brand
new way for you who has intense curiosity to look for some information since it relief your hunger of
knowledge. Getting deeper you on it getting knowledge more you know or else you who still having little
digest in reading this Treatise on the Heathen Superstitions: That Today Live Among the Indians Native to
This New Spain, 1629 (Civilization of the American Indian Series) (The Civilization of the American Indian
Series) can be the light food to suit your needs because the information inside this kind of book is easy to get
simply by anyone. These books create itself in the form that is certainly reachable by anyone, that's why I
mean in the e-book form. People who think that in book form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this reserve
is the answer. So there is not any in reading a reserve especially this one. You can find what you are looking
for. It should be here for you. So , don't miss that! Just read this e-book kind for your better life along with
knowledge.
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