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The Princess Nun tells the story of Bunchi (1619-1697), daughter of Emperor Go-Mizunoo and founder of
Ensh?ji. Bunchi advocated strict adherence to monastic precepts while devoting herself to the posthumous
welfare of her family. As the first full-length biographical study of a premodern Japanese nun, this book
incorporates issues of gender and social status into its discussion of Bunchi's ascetic practice and religious
reforms to rewrite the history of Buddhist reform and Tokugawa religion.

Gina Cogan's approach moves beyond the dichotomy of oppression and liberation that dogs the study of
non-Western and premodern women to show how Bunchi's aristocratic status enabled her to carry out
reforms despite her gender, while simultaneously acknowledging how that same status contributed to their
conservative nature. Cogan's analysis of how Bunchi used her prestigious position to further her goals places
the book in conversation with other works on powerful religious women, like Hildegard of Bingen and
Teresa of Avila. Through its illumination of the relationship between the court and the shogunate and its
analysis of the practice of courtly Buddhism from a female perspective, this study brings historical depth and
fresh theoretical insight into the role of gender and class in early Edo Buddhism.
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From reader reviews:

Lisa Martin:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be change about what going on or details even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the era which is always change and move forward. Some of you
maybe will certainly update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice in your case but the
problems coming to a person is you don't know which you should start with. This The Princess Nun: Bunchi,
Buddhist Reform, and Gender in Early Edo Japan (Harvard East Asian Monographs) is our recommendation
so you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Joseph Curtis:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading behavior give you
lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the book which
improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of book you read, if you
want get more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want truly feel happy read
one using theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The particular The Princess Nun: Bunchi,
Buddhist Reform, and Gender in Early Edo Japan (Harvard East Asian Monographs) is kind of e-book which
is giving the reader erratic experience.

Virginia Warriner:

This book untitled The Princess Nun: Bunchi, Buddhist Reform, and Gender in Early Edo Japan (Harvard
East Asian Monographs) to be one of several books that best seller in this year, here is because when you
read this e-book you can get a lot of benefit on it. You will easily to buy that book in the book retailer or you
can order it by way of online. The publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to
read this book, because you can read this book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason for your
requirements to past this book from your list.

Jose German:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with close friends is thing
that usually you will have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try point that really
opposite from that. A single activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you are ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love The Princess Nun: Bunchi, Buddhist
Reform, and Gender in Early Edo Japan (Harvard East Asian Monographs), you could enjoy both. It is
excellent combination right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh come on its mind
hangout people. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its known as reading friends.
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