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This book is both an analysis of the Bastille as cultural paradigm and a case study on the history of French
political culture. It examines in particular the storming and subsequent fall of the Bastille in Paris on July 14,
1789 and how it came to represent the cornerstone of the French Revolution, becoming a symbol of the
repression of the Old Regime. Lüsebrink and Reichardt use this semiotic reading of the Bastille to reveal
how historical symbols are generated; what these symbols’ functions are in the collective memory of
societies; and how they are used by social, political, and ideological groups.
To facilitate the symbolic nature of the investigation, this analysis of the evolving signification of the Bastille
moves from the French Revolution to the nineteenth century to contemporary history. The narrative also
shifts from France to other cultural arenas, like the modern European colonial sphere, where the overthrow
of the Bastille acquired radical new signification in the decolonization period of the 1940s and 1950s. The
Bastille demonstrates the potency of the interdisciplinary historical research that has characterized the end of
this century, combining quantitative and qualitative approaches, and taking its methodological tools from
history, sociology, linguistics, and cultural and literary studies.
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From reader reviews:

Angel Echols:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be up-date about what going on or details even
knowledge to make these individuals keep up with the era that is certainly always change and move ahead.
Some of you maybe can update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for you but the problems
coming to anyone is you don't know what type you should start with. This The Bastille: A History of a
Symbol of Despotism and Freedom (Bicentennial Reflections on the French Revolution) is our
recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and need in
this era.

James Soltero:

Now a day people who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not require people to be aware of each information they get. How people
have to be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Looking
at a book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information mainly this The Bastille: A History of a
Symbol of Despotism and Freedom (Bicentennial Reflections on the French Revolution) book as this book
offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the information in this book hundred % guarantees there is no
doubt in it everbody knows.

Judy Bowen:

The particular book The Bastille: A History of a Symbol of Despotism and Freedom (Bicentennial
Reflections on the French Revolution) will bring you to the new experience of reading some sort of book.
The author style to explain the idea is very unique. If you try to find new book to learn, this book very
acceptable to you. The book The Bastille: A History of a Symbol of Despotism and Freedom (Bicentennial
Reflections on the French Revolution) is much recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book in
the official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Brenda Nunez:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their
family, or their particular friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, likely to beach,
or picnic within the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to
something different to fill your current free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book might be option to fill
your free time/ holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If
you want to test look for book, may be the reserve untitled The Bastille: A History of a Symbol of Despotism
and Freedom (Bicentennial Reflections on the French Revolution) can be excellent book to read. May be it is
usually best activity to you.
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