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Why would a smart New York investment banker pay $12 million for the decaying, stuffed carcass of a
shark? By what alchemy does Jackson Pollock's drip painting No. 5, 1948 sell for $140 million?

Intriguing and entertaining, The $12 Million Stuffed Shark is a Freakonomics approach to the economics and
psychology of the contemporary art world. Why were record prices achieved at auction for works by 131
contemporary artists in 2006 alone, with astonishing new heights reached in 2007? Don Thompson explores
the money, lust, and self-aggrandizement of the art world in an attempt to determine what makes a particular
work valuable while others are ignored.

This book is the first to look at the economics and the marketing strategies that enable the modern art market
to generate such astronomical prices. Drawing on interviews with both past and present executives of auction
houses and art dealerships, artists, and the buyers who move the market, Thompson launches the reader on a
journey of discovery through the peculiar world of modern art. Surprising, passionate, gossipy, revelatory,
The $12 Million Stuffed Shark reveals a great deal that even experienced auction purchasers do not know.
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From reader reviews:

Frederick Avelar:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yes, you can
choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a wander,
shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open as well as read a book entitled The $12 Million
Stuffed Shark: The Curious Economics of Contemporary Art? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You
already know beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do
you agree with it is opinion or you have different opinion?

Jessica Jones:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this The $12 Million Stuffed Shark: The
Curious Economics of Contemporary Art book written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make
book that can be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written within good manner for you, leaking
every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still hesitation The
$12 Million Stuffed Shark: The Curious Economics of Contemporary Art as good book not just by the cover
but also by content. This is one book that can break don't ascertain book by its cover, so do you still needing
an additional sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already said so why you have to
listening to an additional sixth sense.

Vickie Kay:

Reading a book to get new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to go through a book. When
you study a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your
knowledge, mainly because book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend
on what forms of book that you have read. If you would like get information about your analysis, you can
read education books, but if you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, these kinds of us novel,
comics, along with soon. The The $12 Million Stuffed Shark: The Curious Economics of Contemporary Art
provide you with a new experience in examining a book.

Tiffany Reyes:

A lot of publication has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by net on social media. You can
choose the top book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is referred to as
of book The $12 Million Stuffed Shark: The Curious Economics of Contemporary Art. You can add your
knowledge by it. Without departing the printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and make you
happier to read. It is most critical that, you must aware about book. It can bring you from one destination to
other place.
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