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Americans love talk shows. In a typical week, more than 13 million Americans listen to Rush Limbaugh,
whose syndicated radio show is carried by about 600 stations. On television, Oprah Winfrey's syndicated talk
show is seen by an estimated 30 million viewers each week. Talk show hosts like Winfrey and Limbaugh
have become iconic figures, frequently quoted and capable of inspiring intense opinions. What they say on
the air is discussed around the water cooler at work, or commented about on blogs and fan web sites. Talk
show hosts have helped to make or break political candidates, and their larger-than-life personalities have
earned them millions of fans (as well as more than a few enemies). Icons of Talk highlights the most
groundbreaking exemplars of the talk show genre, a genre that has had a profound influence on American
life for over 70 years.

Among the featured:

• Joe Pyne

• Jerry Williams

• Herb Jepko

• Randi Rhodes

• Rush Limbaugh

• Larry King

• Dr. Laura Schlesinger

• Steve Allen

• Jerry Springer

• Howard Stern.

• Oprah Winfrey

• Don Francisco

• Cristina Saralegui

• Tavis Smiley

• James Dobson



• Don Imus

Going behind the scenes, this volume showcases the techniques hosts used to motivate (and sometimes
aggravate) audiences, and examines the talk show in all of its various formats, including sports-talk,
religious-talk, political-talk, and celebrity-talk. Each entry places the talk format and its hosts into historical
context, addressing such questions as: What was going on in society when these talkers were on the air? How
did each of them affect or change society? What were the issues they liked to talk about and what reaction
did they get from listeners and from critics? How were talk hosts able to persuade people to vote for
particular candidates or support certain policies? Which hosts were considered controversial and why?
Complete with photographs, a timeline, and a resource guide of sources and organizations, this volume is
ideal for students of journalism and media studies.
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From reader reviews:

Scott Halpin:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children until adult are different content. To be sure that
book is very important for us. The book Icons of Talk: The Media Mouths That Changed America
(Greenwood Icons) was making you to know about other know-how and of course you can take more
information. It is very advantages for you. The reserve Icons of Talk: The Media Mouths That Changed
America (Greenwood Icons) is not only giving you a lot more new information but also for being your friend
when you experience bored. You can spend your personal spend time to read your reserve. Try to make
relationship while using book Icons of Talk: The Media Mouths That Changed America (Greenwood Icons).
You never feel lose out for everything when you read some books.

Ann Morgan:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive right now, people have
do something to make them survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice simply by
surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated this for a while is reading. Yeah,
by reading a book your ability to survive increase then having chance to stand up than other is high. In your
case who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this kind of Icons of Talk: The Media Mouths
That Changed America (Greenwood Icons) book as nice and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book
is usually more than just a book.

Billy Stinson:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always try and and must have the extra time or they will get great deal
of stress from both daily life and work. So , if we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely without a
doubt. People is human not a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity are you experiencing
when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do you ever
try this one, reading publications. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, the particular
book you have read is usually Icons of Talk: The Media Mouths That Changed America (Greenwood Icons).

Thomas Dacosta:

Some individuals said that they feel uninterested when they reading a guide. They are directly felt this when
they get a half parts of the book. You can choose the book Icons of Talk: The Media Mouths That Changed
America (Greenwood Icons) to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading
talent is developing when you such as reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to read it and
mingle the feeling about book and examining especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to open a book
and go through it. Beside that the publication Icons of Talk: The Media Mouths That Changed America
(Greenwood Icons) can to be a newly purchased friend when you're experience alone and confuse using what
must you're doing of these time.
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