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It's nineteen fifty-something, in a dark, cramped, smoke-filled room. Everyone's wearing black. And on-stage
a tenor is blowing his heart out, a searching, jagged saxophone journey played out against a moody, walking
bass and the swish of a drummer's brushes. To a great many listeners--from African American aficionados of
the period to a whole new group of fans today--this is the very embodiment of jazz. It is also quintessential
hard bop. In this, the first thorough study of the subject, jazz expert and enthusiast David H. Rosenthal
vividly examines the roots, traditions, explorations and permutations, personalities and recordings of a
climactic period in jazz history.
Beginning with hard bop's origins as an amalgam of bebop and R&B, Rosenthal narrates the growth of a
movement that embraced the heavy beat and bluesy phrasing of such popular artists as Horace Silver and
Cannonball Adderley; the stark, astringent, tormented music of saxophonists Jackie McLean and Tina
Brooks; the gentler, more lyrical contributions of trumpeter Art Farmer, pianists Hank Jones and Tommy
Flanagan, composers Benny Golson and Gigi Gryce; and such consciously experimental and truly one-of-a-
kind players and composers as Andrew Hill, Sonny Rollins, John Coltrane, Thelonious Monk, and Charles
Mingus. Hard bop welcomed all influences--whether Gospel, the blues, Latin rhythms, or Debussy and
Ravel--into its astonishingly creative, hard-swinging orbit. Although its emphasis on expression and
downright "badness" over technical virtuosity was unappreciated by critics, hard bop was the music of black
neighborhoods and the last jazz movement to attract the most talented young black musicians.
Fortunately, records were there to catch it all. The years between 1955 and 1965 are unrivaled in jazz history
for the number of milestones on vinyl. Miles Davis's Kind of Blue, Charles Mingus's Mingus Ah Um,
Thelonious Monk's Brilliant Corners, Horace Silver's Further Explorations--Rosenthal gives a perceptive
cut-by-cut analysis of these and other jazz masterpieces, supplying an essential discography as well. For
knowledgeable jazz-lovers and novices alike, Hard Bop is a lively, multi-dimensional, much-needed
examination of the artists, the milieus, and above all the sounds of one of America's great musical epochs.
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From reader reviews:

Annie Boyd:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. We all
know that that book is very important usually. The book Hard Bop: Jazz and Black Music 1955-1965 was
making you to know about other understanding and of course you can take more information. It is extremely
advantages for you. The e-book Hard Bop: Jazz and Black Music 1955-1965 is not only giving you more
new information but also to be your friend when you sense bored. You can spend your own spend time to
read your e-book. Try to make relationship using the book Hard Bop: Jazz and Black Music 1955-1965. You
never feel lose out for everything when you read some books.

Donald Wexler:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be upgrade about what going on or details even
knowledge to make these keep up with the era that is certainly always change and move forward. Some of
you maybe will certainly update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for yourself but
the problems coming to a person is you don't know which you should start with. This Hard Bop: Jazz and
Black Music 1955-1965 is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves
what you want and want in this era.

Nicholas Williams:

Do you one among people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on
guys that aren't like that. This Hard Bop: Jazz and Black Music 1955-1965 book is readable by you who hate
the perfect word style. You will find the details here are arrange for enjoyable looking at experience without
leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you. The writer associated with Hard Bop: Jazz
and Black Music 1955-1965 content conveys the idea easily to understand by many individuals. The printed
and e-book are not different in the written content but it just different as it. So , do you even now thinking
Hard Bop: Jazz and Black Music 1955-1965 is not loveable to be your top record reading book?

Sam Nielsen:

Beside that Hard Bop: Jazz and Black Music 1955-1965 in your phone, it might give you a way to get more
close to the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you can got here is fresh through
the oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow small town. It is good
thing to have Hard Bop: Jazz and Black Music 1955-1965 because this book offers for your requirements
readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you don't get what it's about. Oh come on, that
would not happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, similar to
treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss that? Find this book along with read it from
today!
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