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When physicist Alan Sokal recently submitted an article to the postmodernist journal Social Text, the
periodical's editors were happy to publish it--for here was a respected scientist offering support for the
journal's view that science is a subjective, socially constructed discipline. But as Sokal himself soon revealed
in Lingua Franca magazine, the essay was a spectacular hoax--filled with scientific gibberish anyone with a
basic knowledge of physics should have caught--and the academic world suddenly awoke to the vast gap that
has opened between the scientific community and their mould-be critics. But the truth is that not only
postmodern critics but Americans in general have a weak grasp on scientific principles and facts. In
Connected Knowledge, physicist Alan Cromer offers a way to bridge the chasm, with a lively, lucid account
of scientific thinking and a provocative new agenda for American education.
Science, Cromer argues, is anything but common sense: It requires a particular habit of mind that does not
come naturally. For example, something as simple as buoyancy can only be explained through Archimedes'
principle--that a body in a fluid is subject to an upward force equal to the weight of fluid it displaces--yet few
scientists could arrive at this ancient concept by trial and error. School children, however, are often given a
ball and a tank of water, and asked to explain buoyancy any way they can. Today's de emphasis on teaching
pupils necessary facts and principles, he argues, "far from empowering them, makes them slaves of their own
subjective opinions." This movement in education, known as Constructivism, has close ties to postmodern
critics (such as the editors of Social Text) who question the objectivity of science, and with it the existence of
an objective reality. Cromer offers a ringing defense of the knowability of the world, both as an objective
reality and as a finite landscape of discovery. The advance of scientific knowledge, he argues, is not unlike
the mapping of the continents; at this point, we have found them all. He shows how the advent of quantum
mechanics, rather than making knowledge less certain, actually offers a more precise understanding of the
behavior of atoms and electrons. Turning from philosophy to education, he argues that instead of allowing
students to flounder, however creatively, schools should follow a progressive curriculum that returns
theoretical knowledge to the classroom.
Connected Knowledge, however, goes much farther. As a discipline that insists upon connecting theory with
measurable reality, physical science offers a new direction for reforming the social sciences. Cromer also
shows how some of the hottest issues in public policy--including the debates over special education and
group variations in I.Q., can be resolved through clear, hard headed thinking. For example, he argues for use
of the G.E.D. as a national educational standard, with a new "politics of intelligence" to guide the
distribution of school resources. Always forthright and articulate, Alan Cromer offers a startling new vision
for integrating science, philosophy, and education.
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From reader reviews:

Karen Plum:

This Connected Knowledge: Science, Philosophy, and Education book is simply not ordinary book, you have
it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book will be information inside this
guide incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper a person read a lot of information you will
get. This Connected Knowledge: Science, Philosophy, and Education without we understand teach the one
who reading it become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't end up being worry Connected Knowledge:
Science, Philosophy, and Education can bring when you are and not make your tote space or bookshelves'
turn into full because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even cell phone. This Connected Knowledge:
Science, Philosophy, and Education having great arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not feel
uninterested in reading.

Brian Pena:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with close friends is thing
that usually you may have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try matter that really opposite
from that. 1 activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you are
ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Connected Knowledge: Science, Philosophy, and
Education, you are able to enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still desire to miss it? What kind
of hang-out type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its
known as reading friends.

Brandon Macdonald:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Aim to
pick one book that you find out the inside because don't judge book by its deal with may doesn't work is
difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside seem likes.
Maybe you answer may be Connected Knowledge: Science, Philosophy, and Education why because the
fantastic cover that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or
content is definitely fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly show you to pick
up this book.

Irvin Ashbaugh:

As a student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library or even
make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's heart and soul or
real their passion. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library. They go to at this time there
but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring and can't see
colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As we
know that on this era, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's



country. So , this Connected Knowledge: Science, Philosophy, and Education can make you truly feel more
interested to read.
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