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In 1663, an indentured servant, Anne Orthwood, was impregnated with twins in a tavern in Northampton
County, Virginia. Orthwood died soon after giving birth; one of the twins, Jasper, survived. Orthwood's
illegitimate pregnancy sparked four related cases that came before the Northampton magistrates -- who
coincidentally held court in the same tavern -- between 1664 and 1686. These interrelated cases and the
decisions rendered in them are notable for the ways in which the Virginia colonists modified English
common law traditions and began to create their own, as well as what they reveal about cultural and
economic values in an Eastern shore community. Through these cases, the very reasons legal systems are
created are revealed, namely, the maintenance of social order, the protection of property interests, the
protection of personal reputation, and personal liberty. Through Jasper Orthwood's life, the treatment of the
poor in small communities is set in sharp relief.

Anne Orthwood's Bastard was the winner of the 2003 Prize in Atlantic History, American Historical
Association.
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From reader reviews:

Eleanor Bender:

The book Anne Orthwood's Bastard: Sex and Law in Early Virginia make one feel enjoy for your spare time.
You can utilize to make your capable more increase. Book can to become your best friend when you getting
stress or having big problem with your subject. If you can make examining a book Anne Orthwood's
Bastard: Sex and Law in Early Virginia being your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add your
current capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all subjects. You could know everything if
you like wide open and read a publication Anne Orthwood's Bastard: Sex and Law in Early Virginia. Kinds
of book are several. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about
this book?

Joseph Mack:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their spare time with their family, or
their friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic inside
the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different to fill
your free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book may be option to fill your free time/ holiday. The first thing
that you ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to consider look for book, may be
the publication untitled Anne Orthwood's Bastard: Sex and Law in Early Virginia can be fine book to read.
May be it is usually best activity to you.

Rebecca Muldoon:

Beside that Anne Orthwood's Bastard: Sex and Law in Early Virginia in your phone, it can give you a way to
get closer to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you may got here is fresh from
the oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow commune. It is good
thing to have Anne Orthwood's Bastard: Sex and Law in Early Virginia because this book offers to you
readable information. Do you sometimes have book but you don't get what it's exactly about. Oh come on,
that wil happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, like
treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss that? Find this book and also read it from right
now!

Elisa Dumont:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got learners? We believe that that problem was
given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And you also know
that little person just like reading or as reading through become their hobby. You should know that reading is
very important in addition to book as to be the point. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge,
except your own teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update concerning something by book.
Different categories of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is Anne Orthwood's



Bastard: Sex and Law in Early Virginia.
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