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When the Methodist missionary Thomas Crosby arrived in Port Simpson in northwestern British Columbia
in 1874, he did so at the invitation of the Tsimshian people. Earlier contact with the Anglican missionary
William Duncan had convinced them that, although many aspects of his mission program were appealing, his
brand of religion was too austere. Instead they preferred the more expressive version represented by the
Methodist Church.

In Thomas Crosby and the Tsimshian, Clarence Bolt demonstrates that Natives were conscious participants
in the acculturation and conversion process--as long as this met their goals--and not merely passive
recipients. In order to understand the complexities of Native-European contacts, he argues, one must look at
the reasons for Native, as well as for European, behaviour. He points out that Natives actively influenced the
manner in which their relationships with the White population developed, often resulting ina complex
interaction in which the values of both groups affected each other.

As long as the conversion process unfolded as they wished, the Tsimshian supported their missionary. Over
time, especially with regard to the land question, they realized that both missionaries and government
officials were attempting to impose their restrictive visions rather than respecting Tsimshian concerns and
goals. As one Tsimshian observed about the implications of accepting federal policy: ‘It would be like trying
to put a small pair of shoes on feet too large for them. It would cramp our feet and prevent us from walking
as fast as we did without such regulations.’ Missionary policy was no different.

This book is unique in that it examines the functioning of two missions to the same people in a single locale,
demonstrating how a particular Native group tried to protect its traditional land resource while at the same
time seeking participating in the emerging White society of nineteenth-century British Columbia.
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From reader reviews:

Christopher Miller:

Reading a book tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With reading through you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can certainly share
their idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire all their reader with
their story or their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the textbooks. But also they write about
the data about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your young ones, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors nowadays always try to
improve their talent in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write to the book. One of them is
this Thomas Crosby and the Tsimshian: Small Shoes for Feet Too Large.

Tammy Medina:

The book with title Thomas Crosby and the Tsimshian: Small Shoes for Feet Too Large contains a lot of
information that you can study it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. This book exist new
expertise the information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world right now. That is
important to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you inside
new era of the syndication. You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read that
anywhere you want.

Robert Younger:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try issue that really
opposite from that. One activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you have been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Thomas Crosby and the
Tsimshian: Small Shoes for Feet Too Large, you may enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still
would like to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout people. What? Still
don't understand it, oh come on its named reading friends.

Otis Key:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book has been rare?
Why so many query for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some
people likes looking at, not only science book but also novel and Thomas Crosby and the Tsimshian: Small
Shoes for Feet Too Large or even others sources were given understanding for you. After you know how the
great a book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or maybe
students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to put their knowledge. In other case, beside science
reserve, any other book likes Thomas Crosby and the Tsimshian: Small Shoes for Feet Too Large to make
your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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