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Hidden lives, hidden history, and hidden manuscripts. In The Virgin of Guadalupe and the Conversos,
Marie-Theresa Hernández unmasks the secret lives of conversos and judaizantes and their likely influence on
the Catholic Church in the New World.

The terms converso and judaizante are often used for descendants of Spanish Jews (the Sephardi, or
Sefarditas as they are sometimes called), who converted under duress to Christianity in the fourteenth and
fifteenth centuries. There are few, if any, archival documents that prove the existence of judaizantes after the
Spanish expulsion of the Jews in 1492 and the Portuguese expulsion in 1497, as it is unlikely that a secret
Jew in sixteenth-century Spain would have documented his allegiance to the Law of Moses, thereby
providing evidence for the Inquisition.

On a Da Vinci Code – style quest, Hernández persisted in hunting for a trove of forgotten manuscripts at the
New York Public Library. These documents, once unearthed, describe the Jewish/Christian religious beliefs
of an early nineteenth-century Catholic priest in Mexico City, focusing on the relationship between the
Virgin of Guadalupe and Judaism. With this discovery in hand, the author traces the cult of Guadalupe
backwards to its fourteenth-century Spanish origins. The trail from that point forward can then be followed
to its interface with early modern conversos and their descendants at the highest levels of the Church and the
monarchy in Spain and Colonial Mexico. She describes key players who were somehow immune to the
dangers of the Inquisition and who were allowed the freedom to display, albeit in a camouflaged manner,
vestiges of their family's Jewish identity.

By exploring the narratives produced by these individuals, Hernández reveals the existence of those
conversos and judaizantes who did not return to the “covenantal bond of rabbinic law,” who did not publicly
identify themselves as Jews, and who continued to exhibit in their influential writings a covert allegiance and
longing for a Jewish past. This is a spellbinding and controversial story that offers a fresh perspective on the
origins and history of conversos.
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From reader reviews:

Therese McGaha:

This The Virgin of Guadalupe and the Conversos: Uncovering Hidden Influences from Spain to Mexico
(Latinidad: Transnational Cultures in the United States) book is not ordinary book, you have after that it the
world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book is information inside this reserve
incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper anyone read a lot of information you will get.
This specific The Virgin of Guadalupe and the Conversos: Uncovering Hidden Influences from Spain to
Mexico (Latinidad: Transnational Cultures in the United States) without we recognize teach the one who
reading it become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry The Virgin of Guadalupe and
the Conversos: Uncovering Hidden Influences from Spain to Mexico (Latinidad: Transnational Cultures in
the United States) can bring once you are and not make your carrier space or bookshelves' grow to be full
because you can have it in the lovely laptop even phone. This The Virgin of Guadalupe and the Conversos:
Uncovering Hidden Influences from Spain to Mexico (Latinidad: Transnational Cultures in the United
States) having fine arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Hal Clemens:

The book untitled The Virgin of Guadalupe and the Conversos: Uncovering Hidden Influences from Spain to
Mexico (Latinidad: Transnational Cultures in the United States) contain a lot of information on it. The writer
explains the girl idea with easy approach. The language is very clear and understandable all the people, so do
not really worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was written by famous author. The author provides
you in the new period of time of literary works. You can read this book because you can keep reading your
smart phone, or program, so you can read the book in anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book,
you can start their official web-site along with order it. Have a nice study.

Ronald Adams:

Beside that The Virgin of Guadalupe and the Conversos: Uncovering Hidden Influences from Spain to
Mexico (Latinidad: Transnational Cultures in the United States) in your phone, it can give you a way to get
more close to the new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you may got here is fresh in
the oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow commune. It is good thing
to have The Virgin of Guadalupe and the Conversos: Uncovering Hidden Influences from Spain to Mexico
(Latinidad: Transnational Cultures in the United States) because this book offers to you readable
information. Do you occasionally have book but you seldom get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that
won't happen if you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, similar to
treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss this? Find this book along with read it from at
this point!



Daniel Bailey:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you might have it in e-book
approach, more simple and reachable. This kind of The Virgin of Guadalupe and the Conversos: Uncovering
Hidden Influences from Spain to Mexico (Latinidad: Transnational Cultures in the United States) can give
you a lot of buddies because by you taking a look at this one book you have thing that they don't and make
anyone more like an interesting person. That book can be one of one step for you to get success. This e-book
offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than some other make you
to be great persons. So , why hesitate? Let's have The Virgin of Guadalupe and the Conversos: Uncovering
Hidden Influences from Spain to Mexico (Latinidad: Transnational Cultures in the United States).
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