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The Castle of Otranto is a 1764 novel by Horace Walpole. It is generally regarded as the first gothic novel,
initiating a literary genre which would become extremely popular in the later 18th century and early 19th
century, with authors such as Charles Maturin, Ann Radcliffe, Bram Stoker, Edgar Allan Poe and Daphne du
Maurier.The initial 1764 edition was titled in full The Castle of Otranto, A Story. Translated by William
Marshal, Gent. From the Original Italian of Onuphrio Muralto, Canon of the Church of St. Nicholas at
Otranto. This first edition purported to be a translation based on a manuscript printed at Naples in 1529 and
recently rediscovered in the library of "an ancient Catholic family in the north of England". This "ancient
Catholic family" is possibly the Percy family, as Walpole would have known the Duke of Northumberland
and his wife Elizabeth Percy, though this is not proven. The Italian manuscript's story, it was claimed,
derived from a story still older, dating back perhaps as far as the Crusades. This Italian manuscript, along
with alleged author "Onuphrio Muralto", were Walpole's fictional creations, and "William Marshal" his
pseudonym.
In the second and subsequent editions, Walpole acknowledges authorship of his work, writing: "The
favourable manner in which this little piece has been received by the public, calls upon the author to explain
the grounds on which he composed it" as "an attempt to blend the two kinds of romance, the ancient and the
modern. In the former all was imagination and improbability: in the latter, nature is always intended to be,
and sometimes has been, copied with success...". There was some debate at the time about the function of
literature, that is, whether or not works of fiction should be representative of life, or more purely imaginative
(i.e. natural vs. romantic). The first edition was well received by some reviewers who understood the novel
as belonging to medieval fiction, "between 1095, the era of the First Crusade, and 1243, the date of the last",
as the first preface states; and some referred to Walpole as an "ingenious translator". Following Walpole's
admission of authorship, however, many critics were loath to lavish much praise on the work and dismissed
it as absurd, fluffy, romantic fiction.
In his 1924 edition of The Castle of Otranto, Montague Summers showed that the life story of Manfred of
Sicily inspired some details of the plot. The real medieval castle of Otranto was among Manfred's
possessions (font: Wikipedia)
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From reader reviews:

Anthony Pisano:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by connect with the internet and
the resources within it can be true or not require people to be aware of each data they get. How many people
to be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Looking
at a book can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information specifically this The Castle of Otranto book
as this book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the details in this book hundred % guarantees
there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

James Walton:

Beside this specific The Castle of Otranto in your phone, it could possibly give you a way to get more close
to the new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you can got here is fresh from the oven
so don't always be worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow village. It is good thing to have
The Castle of Otranto because this book offers for your requirements readable information. Do you often
have book but you rarely get what it's all about. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this inside your
hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. Techniques
you still want to miss that? Find this book as well as read it from right now!

Camille Wolfe:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you can have
it in e-book approach, more simple and reachable. This specific The Castle of Otranto can give you a lot of
buddies because by you considering this one book you have matter that they don't and make a person more
like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of one step for you to get success. This guide offer
you information that maybe your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than different make you to be great
persons. So , why hesitate? Let's have The Castle of Otranto.

Henrietta Belcher:

Many people said that they feel fed up when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt the item when they
get a half elements of the book. You can choose often the book The Castle of Otranto to make your personal
reading is interesting. Your skill of reading proficiency is developing when you such as reading. Try to
choose basic book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the sensation about book and studying especially.
It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to start a book and learn it. Beside that the book The Castle of Otranto
can to be your friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse using what must you're doing of the time.
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