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A dynamic account of the history, practice, and theory of poetry as performance.

Distant Reading considers poetry as performance, offers new insights into its popularity, and proposes a new
history of its origins. It also explores related issues concerning the reception of poetry, the impact of the
computer on how we read poetry, the persistence of the letter "I" in poems by avant-garde poets, the
strangeness of the line-break as a demand on the reader's attention, and the idea of the reader as consumer.
These themes are connected by a historically contextualized and theoretically sophisticated discussion of
contemporary American and British poets continuing to work in the modernist tradition.

The introductory essay establishes a new methodology that transforms close reading into what Middleton
calls "distant reading," interpretive reading that acknowledges the distances that texts travel from their point
of composition to readers in other geographical and historical locations. It indicates that poetic innovation is
often driven by a desire on the part of the poet to make this distance do cultural work in the meanings that
the poem generates.

Ultimately, Distant Reading treats poetry as a cultural practice that is always situated within specific sites of
performance—recited on stage, displayed in magazines, laid out on a page, scrolled on the computer
screen—rather than as a transcendent cloud of meaning tethered only to its words.
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From reader reviews:

Numbers Harless:

What do you think of book? It is just for students since they're still students or the item for all people in the
world, the particular best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that issue above. Every
person has different personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be forced someone or
something that they don't would like do that. You must know how great along with important the book
Distant Reading: Performance, Readership, and Consumption in Contemporary Poetry (Modern &
Contemporary Poetics). All type of book would you see on many methods. You can look for the internet
solutions or other social media.

Silvia Washington:

This book untitled Distant Reading: Performance, Readership, and Consumption in Contemporary Poetry
(Modern & Contemporary Poetics) to be one of several books this best seller in this year, that is because
when you read this publication you can get a lot of benefit upon it. You will easily to buy this kind of book
in the book store or you can order it by way of online. The publisher of this book sells the e-book too. It
makes you more easily to read this book, since you can read this book in your Smartphone. So there is no
reason to you personally to past this e-book from your list.

Roberta Nieves:

The e-book with title Distant Reading: Performance, Readership, and Consumption in Contemporary Poetry
(Modern & Contemporary Poetics) contains a lot of information that you can understand it. You can get a lot
of advantage after read this book. This particular book exist new knowledge the information that exist in this
book represented the condition of the world right now. That is important to yo7u to learn how the
improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you in new era of the glowbal growth. You can read
the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere you want.

Lamar Santiago:

Is it an individual who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day through watching television
programs or just resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This Distant Reading: Performance,
Readership, and Consumption in Contemporary Poetry (Modern & Contemporary Poetics) can be the
solution, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are thus out of date, spending your extra time by
reading in this completely new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these textbooks have than the
others?
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