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Athenians performed democracy daily in their law courts. Without lawyers or judges, private citizens, acting
as accusers and defendants, argued their own cases directly to juries composed typically of 201 to 501 jurors,
who voted on a verdict without deliberation. This legal system strengthened and perpetuated democracy as
Athenians understood it, for it emphasized the ideological equality of all (male) citizens and the hierarchy
that placed them above women, children, and slaves.

This study uses Athenian court speeches to trace the consequences for both disputants and society of
individuals' decisions to turn their quarrels into legal cases. Steven Johnstone describes the rhetorical
strategies that prosecutors and defendants used to persuade juries and shows how these strategies reveal both
the problems and the possibilities of language in the Athenian courts. He argues that Athenian "law" had no
objective existence outside the courts and was, therefore, itself inherently rhetorical. This daring new
interpretation advances an understanding of Athenian democracy that is not narrowly political, but rather
links power to the practices of a particular institution.
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From reader reviews:

Chad Davis:

Do you among people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on guys
this particular aren't like that. This Disputes and Democracy: The Consequences of Litigation in Ancient
Athens book is readable through you who hate the straight word style. You will find the info here are arrange
for enjoyable looking at experience without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to supply to
you. The writer regarding Disputes and Democracy: The Consequences of Litigation in Ancient Athens
content conveys the idea easily to understand by many individuals. The printed and e-book are not different
in the information but it just different as it. So , do you still thinking Disputes and Democracy: The
Consequences of Litigation in Ancient Athens is not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Kathryn Hebert:

Exactly why? Because this Disputes and Democracy: The Consequences of Litigation in Ancient Athens is
an unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will shock you
with the secret that inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who all write the book in such
wonderful way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the
meaning totally. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This
book will give you a lot of advantages than the other book have such as help improving your ability and your
critical thinking approach. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I were being you I will go to the
reserve store hurriedly.

Amado Elam:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This particular book Disputes and Democracy: The
Consequences of Litigation in Ancient Athens was multi-colored and of course has pictures on the website.
As we know that book Disputes and Democracy: The Consequences of Litigation in Ancient Athens has
many kinds or type. Start from kids until young adults. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can
read and believe you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book are generally make you bored,
any it makes you feel happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like reading that.

Margaret Pace:

A lot of publication has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by online on social media. You
can choose the top book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is identified
as of book Disputes and Democracy: The Consequences of Litigation in Ancient Athens. You'll be able to
your knowledge by it. Without causing the printed book, it might add your knowledge and make a person
happier to read. It is most crucial that, you must aware about book. It can bring you from one destination to
other place.
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