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Alice Neel liked to say that she was the century and in many ways she was. She was born into a proper
Victorian family, and came of age during suffrage. The quintessential Bohemian, she spent more than half a
century, from her early days as a WPA artist living in the heart of the Village, through her Whitney
retrospective in 1974, until her death ten years later, painting, often in near-obscurity, an extraordinarily
diverse population—from young black sisters in Harlem to the elderly Jewish twin artists, Raphael and
Moses Soyer, to Meyer Schapiro and Linus Pauling, to the American Communist Party chairman Gus
Hall—creating an indelible portrait of 20th century America.

Neel's hundreds of portraits portray a universe of powerful personalities and document an age. Neel painted
through the Depression, McCarthyism, the Civil Rights Movement, the sexual revolution of the 60's,
feminism, and the feverish eighties. Fiercely democratic in her subjects, she portrayed her lovers, her
children, her neighbors in Spanish Harlem, pregnant nudes, crazy people, and famous figures in the art
world, all in a searing, psychological style uniquely her own. From Village legend Joe Gould with multiple
penises to Frank O'Hara as a lyrical young poet, from porn star Annie Sprinkle gussied up in leather, to her
own anxious, nude pregnant daughter-in-law, Neel's portraits are as arrestingly executed as they are
relentlessly honest.

In this first full-length biography of Neel, best-selling author Phoebe Hoban recounts the remarkable story of
Neel's life and career, as full of Sturm and Drang as the century she powerfully captured in paint. Neel
managed to transcend her often tragic circumstances, surviving the death from diphtheria of her infant
daughter Santillana, her first child by the renowned Cuban painter Carlos Enriquez, with whom she lived in
Havana for a year before returning to America; the break-up of her marriage; a nervous breakdown at thirty
resulting in several suicide attempts for which she was institutionalized; and the terrible separation from her
second child, Isabetta, whom Carlos took back to Havana.

In every aspect of her life, Neel dictated her own terms—from defiantly painting figurative pieces at the
height of Abstract Expressionism, convincing her subjects to disrobe (which many of them did, including,
surprisingly, Andy Warhol) to becoming a single mother to the two sons she bore to dramatically different
partners. No wonder she became the de facto artist of the Feminist movement. (When Time magazine put
Kate Millet on its cover in 1970, she was asked to paint the portrait.) Very much in touch with her time, Neel
was also always ahead of it. Although she herself would probably have rejected such label, she was
America's first feminist, multicultural artist, a populist painter for the ages.
Phoebe Hoban's Alice Neel: The Art of Not Sitting Pretty tells the unforgettable story of a woman who forged
a permanent place in the pantheon by courageously flaunting convention, both in her life and her work.
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From reader reviews:

Clarence Riley:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a book. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add your
knowledge by the guide entitled Alice Neel: The Art of Not Sitting Pretty. Try to face the book Alice Neel:
The Art of Not Sitting Pretty as your good friend. It means that it can to become your friend when you truly
feel alone and beside that course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case.
The book makes you a lot more confidence because you can know almost everything by the book. So , we
should make new experience and knowledge with this book.

Dana Gallo:

Often the book Alice Neel: The Art of Not Sitting Pretty will bring you to the new experience of reading a
new book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. In case you try to find new book to study, this
book very ideal to you. The book Alice Neel: The Art of Not Sitting Pretty is much recommended to you to
study. You can also get the e-book from the official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Sheila Donovan:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Try to
pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't assess book by its cover may doesn't work
here is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the outside
appearance likes. Maybe you answer can be Alice Neel: The Art of Not Sitting Pretty why because the
amazing cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint a person. The inside or
content is usually fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly direct you to
pick up this book.

Christopher Hickman:

Reading a book being new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to examine a book. When you
study a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your
knowledge, due to the fact book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on
what kinds of book that you have read. If you would like get information about your study, you can read
education books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, these kinds
of us novel, comics, and also soon. The Alice Neel: The Art of Not Sitting Pretty provide you with a new
experience in studying a book.
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