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Warren Zevon was one of the most original songwriters to emerge from the prolific 1970s Los Angeles
music scene. Beyond his most familiar song—the rollicking 1978 hit “Werewolves of London”—Zevon’s
smart, often satirical songbook is rich with cinematic, literary, and comic qualities; dark narratives; complex
characters; popular culture references; and tender, romantic ballads of parting and longing.

Warren Zevon: Desperado of Los Angeles is the first book-length, critical exploration of one of popular
music’s most talented and tormented antiheroes. George Plasketes provides a comprehensive chronicle of
Zevon’s 40-year, 20-record career and his enduring cultural significance. Beginning with Zevon’s classical
training and encounters as a youth with composers Robert Craft and Igor Stravinsky, Plasketes surveys
Zevon’s initiation into the 1960s through the Everly Brothers, the Turtles, and the film Midnight Cowboy.
Plasketes then follows Zevon from his debut album with Asylum Records in 1976, produced by mentor
Jackson Browne, through his successes and struggles from a Top Ten album to record label limbo during the
1980s, through a variety of music projects in the 1990s, including soundtracks and scores, culminating with a
striking trio of albums in the early 2000s. Despite his reckless lifestyle and personal demons, Zevon made
friends and alliances with talk show host David Letterman and such literary figures as Hunter S. Thompson
and Carl Hiaasen. It was only after his death in 2003 that Zevon received Grammy recognition for his work.

Throughout this book, Plasketes explores the musical, cinematic, and literary influences that shaped Zevon’s
distinctive style and songwriting themes and continue to make Zevon’s work a telling portrait of Los
Angeles and American culture.
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From reader reviews:

Kimberly Rubio:

The book Warren Zevon: Desperado of Los Angeles (Tempo: A Rowman & Littlefield Music Series on
Rock, Pop, and Culture) can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything
you want. So just why must we leave a good thing like a book Warren Zevon: Desperado of Los Angeles
(Tempo: A Rowman & Littlefield Music Series on Rock, Pop, and Culture)? A few of you have a different
opinion about reserve. But one aim which book can give many data for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right
now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, it is possible to give for each
other; you could share all of these. Book Warren Zevon: Desperado of Los Angeles (Tempo: A Rowman &
Littlefield Music Series on Rock, Pop, and Culture) has simple shape but you know: it has great and large
function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by open up and read a reserve. So it is very
wonderful.

Michelle Carlson:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information today can get by anyone with everywhere.
The information can be a understanding or any news even an issue. What people must be consider when
those information which is inside former life are hard to be find than now could be taking seriously which
one would work to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you get the unstable
resource then you have it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take Warren Zevon: Desperado of Los Angeles (Tempo:
A Rowman & Littlefield Music Series on Rock, Pop, and Culture) as your daily resource information.

Ronnie Miller:

The guide untitled Warren Zevon: Desperado of Los Angeles (Tempo: A Rowman & Littlefield Music Series
on Rock, Pop, and Culture) is the publication that recommended to you to study. You can see the quality of
the reserve content that will be shown to an individual. The language that publisher use to explained their
way of doing something is easily to understand. The copy writer was did a lot of research when write the
book, therefore the information that they share to your account is absolutely accurate. You also can get the e-
book of Warren Zevon: Desperado of Los Angeles (Tempo: A Rowman & Littlefield Music Series on Rock,
Pop, and Culture) from the publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.

Marcella Cook:

As a student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library as well
as to make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's heart
and soul or real their passion. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They go to
there but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring and can't
see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As



we know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, many ways to
reach Chinese's country. So , this Warren Zevon: Desperado of Los Angeles (Tempo: A Rowman &
Littlefield Music Series on Rock, Pop, and Culture) can make you sense more interested to read.
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