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Diamonds, sapphires and rubies are commonly thought to be the world's most valuable gemstones but there
is another that is even more precious. It is Imperial Green Jade, or jadeite. The stone's prestige derives from
its intense beauty and extraordinary scarcity. Almost all of the world's jadeite comes from one place: a valley
in the shadow of the Himalayas, buried deep in the bedrock of the most remote mining area in the world.
Since its discovery nearly 2,000 years ago, Imperial Green Jade has been worshipped, ingested and traded.
Inspired by legends of a gemstone 'that glowed as if lit by a hidden flame', armies have waged wars to seize
its source, First Ladies have flaunted it and Hollywood stars have spent fortunes on pieces stolen from the
tombs of Chinese Emperors. Royal collectors believed it could make them immortal. Warlords ground it into
powder and drunk it as an elixir. Revolutionaries exploited it to fund coups and finance wars. For European
explorers, it was legendary. Those who returned from Burma in the fifteenth century came with stories of a
kingdom built entirely from the green stone - a place they called the 'Lost Valley of Capelan'. Today
foreigners are barred from the place in northern Burma known as 'Jadeland', where thousands of soldiers
guard the dictatorship's treasures. In order to be the first Europeans ever to get there, Adrian Levy and Cathy
Scott-Clark had to persuade Rangoon's generals to escort them. This book reveals how they did so and in its
final chapters takes the reader on a terrifying journey to the 'Lost Valley of Capelan'. What they discovered
was jadeite's biggest secret: a human disaster of biblical proportions. The Stone of Heaven brilliantly
combines original historical research, travelogue and investigative journalism to relate for the first time this
hidden history. It is the story of a gem that changed the lives of all who owned it and shaped the destiny of
nations that sought to control its source.
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From reader reviews:

Anna Harlow:

The book untitled The Stone of Heaven: The Secret History of Imperial Green Jade contain a lot of
information on the idea. The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy method. The language is very
easy to understand all the people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read that. The book was
compiled by famous author. The author provides you in the new period of literary works. It is easy to read
this book because you can read more your smart phone, or product, so you can read the book inside
anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can available their official web-
site and also order it. Have a nice examine.

Sharon Bufkin:

Beside this kind of The Stone of Heaven: The Secret History of Imperial Green Jade in your phone, it might
give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you can
got here is fresh from your oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow
town. It is good thing to have The Stone of Heaven: The Secret History of Imperial Green Jade because this
book offers to you readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but you seldom get what it's facts
concerning. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable blend
here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss it? Find
this book as well as read it from now!

Robert Doyle:

In this particular era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability to do something more are more
important than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple approach to have that.
What you must do is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One
of the books in the top record in your reading list is usually The Stone of Heaven: The Secret History of
Imperial Green Jade. This book that is qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in getting precious
person. By looking upwards and review this book you can get many advantages.

Billy Shaner:

Reserve is one of source of understanding. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen want book to know the change information of year in order to year. As we
know those textbooks have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, could also bring us to
around the world. From the book The Stone of Heaven: The Secret History of Imperial Green Jade we can
consider more advantage. Don't you to be creative people? To become creative person must like to read a
book. Merely choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life
by this book The Stone of Heaven: The Secret History of Imperial Green Jade. You can more appealing than
now.
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