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In low places consequences collect, and in all North America you cannot get much lower than the Imperial
Valley of southern California, where one town, 186 feet below sea level, calls itself the Lowest Down City in
the Western Hemisphere, and where the waters of the Colorado River sustain a billion-dollar agricultural
industry. The consequences of that industry drain from the valley into the accidentally man-made Salton Sea,
California's largest lake and a vital stopping place for migratory waterfowl. Today the Salton Sea is in
desperate environmental trouble.

A second river also ends in the Salton Sea. It is a river of dreams, the remains of which may be seen in the
failed real estate developments that sprawl beside the sea. As the ending point of both the real Colorado and
this river of dreams, the Salton Sea has become emblematic of much of the history of the American West. Its
troubling story is masterfully told here in William deBuys's narrative and Joan Myers's austerely beautiful
photographs.

The story of Southern California is fundamentally a story about the control of nature. Beginning with the
Yuman-speaking tribes encountered by the Spanish in the sixteenth century, deBuys traces the subsequent
exploration and development of the region through the Gold Rush of 1849, the government-sponsored
surveys that followed, and the inept tinkering with the river by an assortment of irrigation and development
interests that resulted in the floods that formed the Salton Sea nearly a century ago. He introduces us to a
gallery of rogues and dreamers who saw a great future for this arid wilderness but could never refrain from
interference with the forces of nature.

The floods that produced the Salton Sea created a vast desert oasis, but the agricultural exploitation of the
region, combined with evaporation, poisoned that paradise. The stark beauty of the desert, the engineering
feats that have transformed the landscape, and the eerie spectacle of Salton City and its ruined beaches and
abandoned yacht club are the subject of Myers's photographs, made over a period of more than ten years. In
the last section of Salt Dreams, deBuys acquaints us with the human and avian denizens of the region, all
struggling for survival as the twentieth century draws to a close. The history of chicanery and greed
recounted in deBuys's narrative and his empathy with the desert dwellers he and Myers have come to know--
hardworking laborers and entrepreneurs who live on both sides of the Mexicali border, eccentrics hiding out
in the Salton Desert, pelicans dying of avian botulism--are crucial to an understanding of the border issues of
today and the impassioned environmental debate on whether--and how--to save the Salton Sea.
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From reader reviews:

Mona Savoy:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive right now, people
have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and
notice by surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated this for a while is
reading. Yes, by reading a reserve your ability to survive increase then having chance to stay than other is
high. In your case who want to start reading the book, we give you that Salt Dreams: Land and Water in
Low-Down California book as starter and daily reading publication. Why, because this book is usually more
than just a book.

Thomas Palmer:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always try to and must have the extra time or they will get great
deal of stress from both daily life and work. So , if we ask do people have extra time, we will say absolutely
without a doubt. People is human not only a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity are there
when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer can unlimited right. Then do you ever try
this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, often the book you
have read will be Salt Dreams: Land and Water in Low-Down California.

Scott Croft:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, small story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not trying Salt Dreams: Land and Water in
Low-Down California that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book.
Reading habit all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world considerably better
then how they react toward the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky
person but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for all you who want to start examining
as your good habit, you could pick Salt Dreams: Land and Water in Low-Down California become your own
starter.

Veronica Turner:

In this particular era which is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more
treasured than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What you
have to do is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One of the
books in the top collection in your reading list is usually Salt Dreams: Land and Water in Low-Down
California. This book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in turning into
precious person. By looking upward and review this guide you can get many advantages.
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