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In 1959, the electronics manufacturer Stromberg-Carlson produced the S-C 4020, a device that allowed
mainframe computers to present and preserve images. In the mainframe era, the output of text and image was
quite literally peripheral; the S-C 4020 -- a strange and elaborate apparatus, with a cathode ray screen, a tape
deck, a buffer unit, a film camera, and a photo-paper camera -- produced most of the computer graphics of
the late 1950s and early 1960s. At Bell Laboratories in Murray Hill, New Jersey, the S-C 4020 became a
crucial part of ongoing encounters among art, science, and technology. In this book, Zabet Patterson
examines the extraordinary uses to which the Bell Labs SC-2040 was put between 1961 and 1972, exploring
a series of early computer art projects shaped by the special computational affordances of the S-C 4020. The
S-C 4020 produced tabular data, graph plotting and design drawings, grid projections, and drawings of axes
and vectors; it made previously impossible visualizations possible. Among the works Patterson describes are
E. E. Zajac's short film of an orbiting satellite, which drew on the machine's graphic capacities as well as the
mainframe's calculations; a groundbreaking exhibit of "computer generated pictures" by Béla Julesz and
Michael Noll, two scientists interested in visualization; animations by Kenneth Knowlton and the Bell Labs
artist-in-residence Stan VanDerBeek; and Lillian Schwartz's "cybernetic" film Pixillation.Arguing for the
centrality of a peripheral, Patterson makes a case for considering computational systems not simply as
machines but in their cultural and historical context.
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From reader reviews:

Edwin Courville:

What do you think of book? It is just for students because they are still students or the item for all people in
the world, what the best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has
various personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they don't
would like do that. You must know how great as well as important the book Peripheral Vision: Bell Labs, the
S-C 4020, and the Origins of Computer Art (Platform Studies). All type of book is it possible to see on many
methods. You can look for the internet resources or other social media.

Ernest Pettaway:

This book untitled Peripheral Vision: Bell Labs, the S-C 4020, and the Origins of Computer Art (Platform
Studies) to be one of several books that best seller in this year, this is because when you read this guide you
can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will easily to buy this particular book in the book retail store or you can
order it via online. The publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this
book, as you can read this book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason to you to past this book from your
list.

Omar Stewart:

You can find this Peripheral Vision: Bell Labs, the S-C 4020, and the Origins of Computer Art (Platform
Studies) by check out the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve issue if you
get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only by written or printed but can
you enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking by your local mobile phone
and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more information about your e-book.
It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still change. Let's try to choose
appropriate ways for you.

Bess Malloy:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book has been rare? Why
so many query for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people
likes reading through, not only science book but novel and Peripheral Vision: Bell Labs, the S-C 4020, and
the Origins of Computer Art (Platform Studies) as well as others sources were given knowledge for you.
After you know how the good a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science book was created for
teacher as well as students especially. Those ebooks are helping them to add their knowledge. In additional
case, beside science publication, any other book likes Peripheral Vision: Bell Labs, the S-C 4020, and the
Origins of Computer Art (Platform Studies) to make your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types
of book like this one.
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