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For the first time, the full story of a crime that has haunted New England since 1873.

The cold-blooded ax murder of two innocent Norwegian women at their island home off the coast of New
Hampshire has gripped the region since 1873, beguiling tourists, inspiring artists, and fueling conspiracy
theorists.

The killer, a handsome Prussian fisherman down on his luck, was quickly captured, convicted in a widely
publicized trial, and hanged in an unforgettable gallows spectacle. But he never confessed and, while in
prison, gained a circle of admirers whose blind faith in his innocence still casts a shadow of doubt. A
fictionalized bestselling novel and a Hollywood film have further clouded the truth.

Finally a definitive "whydunnit" account of the Smuttynose Island ax murders has arrived. Popular historian
J. Dennis Robinson fleshes out the facts surrounding this tragic robbery gone wrong in a captivating true
crime page-turner. Robinson delves into the backstory at the rocky Isles of Shoals as an isolated centuries-
old fishing village was being destroyed by a modern luxury hotel. He explores the neighboring island of
Appledore where Victorian poet Celia Thaxter entertained the elite artists and writers of Boston. It was
Thaxter's powerful essay about the murders in the Atlantic Monthly that shocked the American public.

Robinson goes beyond the headlines of the burgeoning yellow press to explore the deeper lessons about
American crime, justice, economics, and hero worship. Ten years before the Lizzie Borden ax murder trial
and the fictional Sherlock Holmes, Americans met a sociopath named Louis Wagner—and many came to
love him.
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From reader reviews:

Ernest Maguire:

This Mystery on the Isles of Shoals: Closing the Case on the Smuttynose Ax Murders of 1873 book is just
not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this
book is information inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper you
actually read a lot of information you will get. This Mystery on the Isles of Shoals: Closing the Case on the
Smuttynose Ax Murders of 1873 without we know teach the one who examining it become critical in
contemplating and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry Mystery on the Isles of Shoals: Closing the Case on
the Smuttynose Ax Murders of 1873 can bring when you are and not make your carrier space or bookshelves'
grow to be full because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even mobile phone. This Mystery on the
Isles of Shoals: Closing the Case on the Smuttynose Ax Murders of 1873 having fine arrangement in word
along with layout, so you will not experience uninterested in reading.

Tracie Berry:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be change about what going on or information even
knowledge to make them keep up with the era that is always change and make progress. Some of you maybe
will update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming to
anyone is you don't know which one you should start with. This Mystery on the Isles of Shoals: Closing the
Case on the Smuttynose Ax Murders of 1873 is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why,
since this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Gabriel Reyes:

The book untitled Mystery on the Isles of Shoals: Closing the Case on the Smuttynose Ax Murders of 1873
contain a lot of information on the item. The writer explains your ex idea with easy method. The language is
very clear and understandable all the people, so do certainly not worry, you can easy to read this. The book
was published by famous author. The author brings you in the new age of literary works. You can actually
read this book because you can keep reading your smart phone, or model, so you can read the book inside
anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can start their official web-site in
addition to order it. Have a nice read.

Alice Winfield:

As we know that book is important thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a publication we can
know everything you want. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year
ended up being exactly added. This publication Mystery on the Isles of Shoals: Closing the Case on the
Smuttynose Ax Murders of 1873 was filled with regards to science. Spend your free time to add your
knowledge about your scientific research competence. Some people has several feel when they reading some
sort of book. If you know how big selling point of a book, you can experience enjoy to read a guide. In the



modern era like now, many ways to get book that you wanted.
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