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In 1963, as Betty Friedan's Feminine Mystique appeared and civil rights activists marched on Washington, a
separate but related social movement emerged among American Catholics, says Mary Henold. Thousands of
Catholic feminists--both lay women and women religious--marched, strategized, theologized, and prayed
together, building sisterhood and confronting sexism in the Roman Catholic Church. In the first history of
American Catholic feminism, Henold explores the movement from the 1960s through the early 1980s,
showing that although Catholic feminists had much in common with their sisters in the larger American
feminist movement, Catholic feminism was distinct and had not been simply imported from outside.

Catholic feminism grew from within the church, rooted in women's own experiences of Catholicism and
religious practice, Henold argues. She identifies the Second Vatican Council (1962-65), an inspiring but
overtly sexist event that enraged and exhilarated Catholic women in equal measure, as a catalyst of the
movement within the church. Catholic feminists regularly explained their feminism in terms of their
commitment to a gospel mandate for social justice, liberation, and radical equality. They considered
feminism to be a Christian principle.

Yet as Catholic feminists confronted sexism in the church and the world, Henold explains, they struggled to
integrate the two parts of their self-definition. Both Catholic culture and feminist culture indicated that such a
conjunction was unlikely, if not impossible. Henold demonstrates that efforts to reconcile faith and feminism
reveal both the complex nature of feminist consciousness and the creative potential of religious feminism.
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From reader reviews:

Martin Elkins:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on
guys this particular aren't like that. This Catholic and Feminist: The Surprising History of the American
Catholic Feminist Movement book is readable simply by you who hate those perfect word style. You will
find the details here are arrange for enjoyable looking at experience without leaving even decrease the
knowledge that want to give to you. The writer associated with Catholic and Feminist: The Surprising
History of the American Catholic Feminist Movement content conveys prospect easily to understand by lots
of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the information but it just different in the form of it. So
, do you even now thinking Catholic and Feminist: The Surprising History of the American Catholic
Feminist Movement is not loveable to be your top list reading book?

Juan Farley:

The book untitled Catholic and Feminist: The Surprising History of the American Catholic Feminist
Movement is the publication that recommended to you you just read. You can see the quality of the guide
content that will be shown to an individual. The language that article author use to explained their ideas are
easily to understand. The article writer was did a lot of exploration when write the book, to ensure the
information that they share to your account is absolutely accurate. You also could get the e-book of Catholic
and Feminist: The Surprising History of the American Catholic Feminist Movement from the publisher to
make you more enjoy free time.

Patricia Sax:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their
family, or all their friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or picnic
inside the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something
different to fill your personal free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book is usually option to fill
your cost-free time/ holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read.
If you want to try look for book, may be the publication untitled Catholic and Feminist: The Surprising
History of the American Catholic Feminist Movement can be good book to read. May be it might be best
activity to you.

Richard Kowalski:

Many people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt it when they
get a half elements of the book. You can choose typically the book Catholic and Feminist: The Surprising
History of the American Catholic Feminist Movement to make your reading is interesting. Your own skill of
reading skill is developing when you like reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to read
it and mingle the opinion about book and looking at especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to



open up a book and examine it. Beside that the publication Catholic and Feminist: The Surprising History of
the American Catholic Feminist Movement can to be your brand new friend when you're truly feel alone and
confuse in doing what must you're doing of their time.
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