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The essays in this collection, written by sixteen scholars in rhetoric and communications studies,
demonstrate American philosopher John Dewey’s wide-ranging influence on rhetoric in an intellectual
tradition that addresses the national culture’s fundamental conflicts between self and society, freedom and
responsibility, and individual advancement and the common good. Editors Brian Jackson and Gregory Clark
propose that this influence is at work both in theoretical foundations, such as science, pragmatism, and
religion, and in Dewey’s debates with other public intellectuals such as Jane Addams, Walter Lippmann,
James Baldwin, and W. E. B. Du Bois.

Jackson and Clark seek to establish Dewey as an essential source for those engaged in teaching others how to
compose timely, appropriate, useful, and eloquent responses to the diverse and often-contentious rhetorical
situations that develop in a democratic culture. They contend that there is more at stake than instruction in
traditional modes of public discourse because democratic culture encompasses a variety of situations, private
or public, civic or professional, where people must cooperate in the work of advancing a common project.
What prepares people to intervene constructively in such situations is instruction in those rhetorical practices
of democratic interaction that is implicit throughout Dewey’s work.

Dewey's writing provides a rich framework on which a distinctly American tradition of a democratic
rhetorical practice can be built—a tradition that combines the most useful concepts of classical rhetoric with
those of modern progressive civic engagement. Jackson and Clark believe Dewey’s practice takes rhetoric
beyond the traditional emphasis on political democracy to provide connections to rich veins of American
thought such as individualism, liberalism, progressive education, collectivism, pragmatism, and
postindustrial science and communication. They frame Dewey’s voluminous work as constituting a modern
expression of continuing education for the “trained capacities” required to participate in democratic culture.
For Dewey human potential is best realized in the free flow of artful communication among the individuals
who together constitute society.

The book concludes with an afterword by Gerard A. Hauser, College Professor of Distinction in the
Department of Communication at the University of Colorado Boulder.
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From reader reviews:

Gloria Robey:

The book Trained Capacities: John Dewey, Rhetoric, and Democratic Practice (Studies in
Rhetoric/Communication) make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You can utilize to make your capable
much more increase. Book can being your best friend when you getting tension or having big problem
together with your subject. If you can make reading a book Trained Capacities: John Dewey, Rhetoric, and
Democratic Practice (Studies in Rhetoric/Communication) to become your habit, you can get far more
advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. You
may know everything if you like start and read a reserve Trained Capacities: John Dewey, Rhetoric, and
Democratic Practice (Studies in Rhetoric/Communication). Kinds of book are several. It means that, science
e-book or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Cassandra Tucker:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As we know that book is
very important for us. The book Trained Capacities: John Dewey, Rhetoric, and Democratic Practice
(Studies in Rhetoric/Communication) was making you to know about other expertise and of course you can
take more information. It is rather advantages for you. The publication Trained Capacities: John Dewey,
Rhetoric, and Democratic Practice (Studies in Rhetoric/Communication) is not only giving you considerably
more new information but also to be your friend when you feel bored. You can spend your personal spend
time to read your publication. Try to make relationship with all the book Trained Capacities: John Dewey,
Rhetoric, and Democratic Practice (Studies in Rhetoric/Communication). You never experience lose out for
everything in the event you read some books.

Bradford Bryant:

As people who live in the modest era should be change about what going on or facts even knowledge to
make these people keep up with the era and that is always change and progress. Some of you maybe will
update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to you actually
is you don't know what one you should start with. This Trained Capacities: John Dewey, Rhetoric, and
Democratic Practice (Studies in Rhetoric/Communication) is our recommendation to help you keep up with
the world. Why, because book serves what you want and want in this era.

Corey Watts:

Reading a book being new life style in this season; every people loves to learn a book. When you go through
a book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge, mainly
because book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book
that you have read. If you would like get information about your study, you can read education books, but if
you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, and soon. The Trained



Capacities: John Dewey, Rhetoric, and Democratic Practice (Studies in Rhetoric/Communication) provide
you with a new experience in examining a book.
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