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While popular accounts of warfare, particularly of nontraditional conflicts such as guerrilla wars and
insurgencies, favor the roles of leaders or ideology, social-scientific analyses of these wars focus on
aggregate categories such as ethnic groups, religious affiliations, socioeconomic classes, or civilizations.
Challenging these constructions, Abdulkader H. Sinno closely examines the fortunes of the various factions
in Afghanistan, including the mujahideen and the Taliban, that have been fighting each other and foreign
armies since the 1979 Soviet invasion.

Focusing on the organization of the combatants, Sinno offers a new understanding of the course and outcome
of such conflicts. Employing a wide range of sources, including his own fieldwork in Afghanistan and
statistical data on conflicts across the region, Sinno contends that in Afghanistan, the groups that have
outperformed and outlasted their opponents have done so because of their successful organization. Each
organization's ability to mobilize effectively, execute strategy, coordinate efforts, manage disunity, and
process information depends on how well its structure matches its ability to keep its rivals at bay. Centralized
organizations, Sinno finds, are generally more effective than noncentralized ones, but noncentralized ones
are more resilient absent a safe haven.

Sinno's organizational theory explains otherwise puzzling behavior found in group conflicts: the longevity of
unpopular regimes, the demise of popular movements, and efforts of those who share a common cause to
undermine their ideological or ethnic kin. The author argues that the organizational theory applies not only to
Afghanistan-where he doubts the effectiveness of American state-building efforts—but also to other ethnic,
revolutionary, independence, and secessionist conflicts in North Africa, the Middle East, and beyond.
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From reader reviews:

Margaret Coleman:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. As you
may know that book is very important for all of us. The book Organizations at War in Afghanistan and
Beyond ended up being making you to know about other information and of course you can take more
information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The book Organizations at War in Afghanistan and
Beyond is not only giving you far more new information but also for being your friend when you experience
bored. You can spend your spend time to read your guide. Try to make relationship together with the book
Organizations at War in Afghanistan and Beyond. You never feel lose out for everything if you read some
books.

Christina Pena:

This Organizations at War in Afghanistan and Beyond tend to be reliable for you who want to become a
successful person, why. The key reason why of this Organizations at War in Afghanistan and Beyond can be
on the list of great books you must have is giving you more than just simple reading food but feed an
individual with information that might be will shock your previous knowledge. This book is actually handy,
you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions throughout the e-book and printed kinds.
Beside that this Organizations at War in Afghanistan and Beyond forcing you to have an enormous of
experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your
day activity. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Tara Huber:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world may share their
idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their own reader with their story or
their experience. Not only the story that share in the guides. But also they write about the ability about
something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your sons or
daughters, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors these days always try to improve their
ability in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write with their book. One of them is this
Organizations at War in Afghanistan and Beyond.

Sharon Hafer:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you may have it in e-book
way, more simple and reachable. This Organizations at War in Afghanistan and Beyond can give you a lot of
pals because by you considering this one book you have thing that they don't and make anyone more like an
interesting person. This specific book can be one of a step for you to get success. This guide offer you
information that maybe your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than some other make you to be



great men and women. So , why hesitate? We should have Organizations at War in Afghanistan and Beyond.
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