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This book places George Herbert's writing and biography within the history of social and economic change
in seventeenth-century England. Drawing on the works of Max Weber, Raymond Williams, and the
Protestant preachers of the period, the author argues that the doctrine of vocation is the shaping principle of
The Temple and the prose manual The Country Parson, which coordinate inward devotion with outward
social role like the soul with the body. This form of early modern subjectivity is shown to be significantly at
odds with the system of status and yet developed in order to preserve traditional models of community.

The book demonstrates that Herbert's family shared his Protestant vision of "the common good," which
included innovations in agriculture and mining, colonization of the Americas, and a worldwide trade nexus.
William Herbert, patron of Shakespeare and head of the Protestant faction at court and in Parliament, was
also George Herbert's patron, and George's involvement with this faction is offered as the explanation for his
lack of patronage from an increasingly Anglo-Catholic court. His position as a country parson required the
renunciation of ambition and a new ideal of the "character" of holiness but in no way decreased his
dedication to the Protestant linking of religion and enterprise.

The author explores the poetic coterie out of which Herbert's lyrics were generated, the remarkable revisions
that erased an earlier version of The Temple authorizing social mobility, and the role of class in the poetic
collection as well as in modern critical accounts. Herbert's use of the pastoral is considered in relation to his
family's practice of gardening, which redefined economic innovation as moral reformation. The author
argues that Herbert's works and those of his family make visible the influence of and the resistance to the
new capitalist economic system emerging in the early modern period.
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From reader reviews:

Danielle Deguzman:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Sure, you can
choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a go
walking, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open as well as read a book allowed Heart-Work:
George Herbert and the Protestant Ethic? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You know beside you can
spend your time using your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you
have other opinion?

Bobby Hanke:

The book Heart-Work: George Herbert and the Protestant Ethic will bring you to definitely the new
experience of reading the book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. If you try to find new
book to see, this book very acceptable to you. The book Heart-Work: George Herbert and the Protestant
Ethic is much recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book from your official web site, so you
can more easily to read the book.

Holly Sheehan:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world could share their idea.
Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their reader with their story or their
experience. Not only the storyline that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the data about
something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your sons or daughters,
there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors in this world always try to improve their
skill in writing, they also doing some research before they write to the book. One of them is this Heart-Work:
George Herbert and the Protestant Ethic.

John Casper:

You are able to spend your free time to read this book this e-book. This Heart-Work: George Herbert and the
Protestant Ethic is simple bringing you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train as well as soon. If
you did not get much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make
you better to read it. You can save the book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that
you will get when one buys this book.
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