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Desertion during the Civil War, originally published in 1928, remains the only book-length treatment of its
subject. Ella Lonn examines the causes and consequences of desertion from both the Northern and Southern
armies. Drawing on official war records, she notes that one in seven enlisted Union soldiers and one in nine
Confederate soldiers deserted.

Lonn discusses many reasons for desertion common to both armies, among them lack of such necessities as
food, clothing, and equipment; weariness and discouragement; non-commitment and resentment of coercion;
and worry about loved ones at home. Some Confederate deserters turned outlaw, joining ruffian bands in the
South. Peculiar to the North was the evil of bounty-jumping. Captured deserters generally were not shot or
hanged because manpower was so precious. Moving beyond means of dealing with absconders, Lonn
considers the effects of their action. Absenteeism from the ranks cost the North victories and prolonged the
war even as the South was increasingly hurt by defections. This book makes vivid a human phenomenon
produced by a tragic time.-Print ed.
“[The book is] better calculated to convey a sense of the sickening realities of the Civil War than many
volumes of military history.”—American Historical Review
“An excellent piece of historical research.”—Journal of Negro History
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From reader reviews:

Teresa Sullivan:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be up-date about what going on or data even knowledge
to make these individuals keep up with the era that is certainly always change and make progress. Some of
you maybe will certainly update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for you personally but
the problems coming to an individual is you don't know which you should start with. This Desertion During
The Civil War is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you
want and need in this era.

Roger Everman:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, small story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not striving Desertion During The
Civil War that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading practice all
over the world can be said as the method for people to know world far better then how they react when it
comes to the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading habit only for the geeky man but for all of
you who wants to always be success person. So , for every you who want to start examining as your good
habit, you are able to pick Desertion During The Civil War become your starter.

Andrea Winburn:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our know-how for everything. By a publication we can know
everything we would like. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year
had been exactly added. This publication Desertion During The Civil War was filled regarding science.
Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your research competence. Some people has several feel
when they reading any book. If you know how big selling point of a book, you can feel enjoy to read a guide.
In the modern era like at this point, many ways to get book that you simply wanted.

Jennifer Bell:

Reserve is one of source of information. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen have to have book to know the revise information of year in order to year. As we
know those ebooks have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, may also bring us to around
the world. By book Desertion During The Civil War we can acquire more advantage. Don't one to be
creative people? To become creative person must choose to read a book. Merely choose the best book that
appropriate with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life at this book Desertion During The Civil War.
You can more desirable than now.
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