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Fleeing the murderous Pol Pot regime, Cambodian refugees arrive in America as at once the victims and the
heroes of America's misadventures in Southeast Asia; and their encounters with American citizenship are
contradictory as well. Service providers, bureaucrats, and employers exhort them to be self-reliant,
individualistic, and free, even as the system and the culture constrain them within terms of ethnicity, race,
and class. Buddha Is Hiding tells the story of Cambodian Americans experiencing American citizenship from
the bottom-up. Based on extensive fieldwork in Oakland and San Francisco, the study puts a human face on
how American institutions—of health, welfare, law, police, church, and industry—affect minority citizens as
they negotiate American culture and re-interpret the American dream.

In her earlier book, Flexible Citizenship, anthropologist Aihwa Ong wrote of elite Asians shuttling across the
Pacific. This parallel study tells the very different story of "the other Asians" whose route takes them from
refugee camps to California's inner-city and high-tech enclaves. In Buddha Is Hiding we see these refugees
becoming new citizen-subjects through a dual process of being-made and self-making, balancing religious
salvation and entrepreneurial values as they endure and undermine, absorb and deflect conflicting lessons
about welfare, work, medicine, gender, parenting, and mass culture. Trying to hold on to the values of family
and home culture, Cambodian Americans nonetheless often feel that "Buddha is hiding." Tracing the
entangled paths of poor and rich Asians in the American nation, Ong raises new questions about the form
and meaning of citizenship in an era of globalization.
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From reader reviews:

Lauren Clarke:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your short lived problem;
you can add your knowledge by the reserve entitled Buddha Is Hiding: Refugees, Citizenship, the New
America (California Series in Public Anthropology). Try to the actual book Buddha Is Hiding: Refugees,
Citizenship, the New America (California Series in Public Anthropology) as your close friend. It means that
it can to be your friend when you feel alone and beside those of course make you smarter than before. Yeah,
it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you considerably more confidence because you can
know almost everything by the book. So , let me make new experience and also knowledge with this book.

Rosalie Cox:

Now a day those who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not require people to be aware of each info they get. How many people to be
smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Reading through
a book can help people out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Buddha Is Hiding: Refugees,
Citizenship, the New America (California Series in Public Anthropology) book because book offers you rich
information and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no
doubt in it you know.

Concepcion Bass:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you will get it
in e-book approach, more simple and reachable. This specific Buddha Is Hiding: Refugees, Citizenship, the
New America (California Series in Public Anthropology) can give you a lot of buddies because by you
taking a look at this one book you have thing that they don't and make an individual more like an interesting
person. This specific book can be one of a step for you to get success. This book offer you information that
probably your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than various other make you to be great men and
women. So , why hesitate? Let us have Buddha Is Hiding: Refugees, Citizenship, the New America
(California Series in Public Anthropology).

Linda Thomas:

Reserve is one of source of expertise. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen will need book to know the revise information of year in order to year. As we know those
ebooks have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world. By
book Buddha Is Hiding: Refugees, Citizenship, the New America (California Series in Public Anthropology)
we can acquire more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? Being creative person must love to
read a book. Only choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change



your life at this time book Buddha Is Hiding: Refugees, Citizenship, the New America (California Series in
Public Anthropology). You can more attractive than now.
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