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A scathing portrait of an urgent new American crisis
 
Over the last two decades, America has been falling deeper and deeper into a statistical mystery:
 
Poverty goes up. Crime goes down. The prison population doubles.
Fraud by the rich wipes out 40 percent of the world’s wealth. The rich get massively richer. No one goes to
jail.
 
In search of a solution, journalist Matt Taibbi discovered the Divide, the seam in American life where our
two most troubling trends—growing wealth inequality and mass incarceration—come together, driven by a
dramatic shift in American citizenship: Our basic rights are now determined by our wealth or poverty. The
Divide is what allows massively destructive fraud by the hyperwealthy to go unpunished, while turning
poverty itself into a crime—but it’s impossible to see until you look at these two alarming trends side by
side.
 
In The Divide, Matt Taibbi takes readers on a galvanizing journey through both sides of our new system of
justice—the fun-house-mirror worlds of the untouchably wealthy and the criminalized poor. He uncovers the
startling looting that preceded the financial collapse; a wild conspiracy of billionaire hedge fund managers to
destroy a company through dirty tricks; and the story of a whistleblower who gets in the way of the largest
banks in America, only to find herself in the crosshairs. On the other side of the Divide, Taibbi takes us to
the front lines of the immigrant dragnet; into the newly punitive welfare system which treats its beneficiaries
as thieves; and deep inside the stop-and-frisk world, where standing in front of your own home has become
an arrestable offense. As he narrates these incredible stories, he draws out and analyzes their common
source: a perverse new standard of justice, based on a radical, disturbing new vision of civil rights.
 
Through astonishing—and enraging—accounts of the high-stakes capers of the wealthy and nightmare
stories of regular people caught in the Divide’s punishing logic, Taibbi lays bare one of the greatest
challenges we face in contemporary American life: surviving a system that devours the lives of the poor,
turns a blind eye to the destructive crimes of the wealthy, and implicates us all.

Praise for The Divide
 
“Ambitious . . . deeply reported, highly compelling . . . impossible to put down.”—The New York Times
Book Review
 
“These are the stories that will keep you up at night. . . . The Divide is not just a report from the new
America; it is advocacy journalism at its finest.”—Los Angeles Times
 
“Taibbi is a relentless investigative reporter. He takes readers inside not only investment banks, hedge funds
and the blood sport of short-sellers, but into the lives of the needy, minorities, street drifters and illegal



immigrants. . . . The Divide is an important book. Its documentation is powerful and shocking.”—The
Washington Post
 
“Captivating . . . The Divide enshrines its author’s position as one of the most important voices in
contemporary American journalism.”—The Independent (UK)
 
“Taibbi [is] perhaps the greatest reporter on Wall Street’s crimes in the modern era.”—Salon

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Madeline Wayt:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading habit give
you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the
book that improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of book you
read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want
experience happy read one having theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The particular The
Divide: American Injustice in the Age of the Wealth Gap is kind of publication which is giving the reader
unpredictable experience.

Holley Shipman:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information today can get by anyone in everywhere. The
information can be a knowledge or any news even restricted. What people must be consider any time those
information which is within the former life are difficult to be find than now is taking seriously which one is
acceptable to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you find the unstable resource
then you obtain it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities
will not happen with you if you take The Divide: American Injustice in the Age of the Wealth Gap as your
daily resource information.

Monte Lawson:

Reading a book to get new life style in this season; every people loves to examine a book. When you read a
book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, since book has a
lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book that you have read.
If you need to get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but if you want to entertain
yourself look for a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, in addition to soon. The The Divide:
American Injustice in the Age of the Wealth Gap provide you with a new experience in examining a book.

Marie Clayton:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many issue for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people
likes reading, not only science book but in addition novel and The Divide: American Injustice in the Age of
the Wealth Gap or perhaps others sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the great a
book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or perhaps students
especially. Those books are helping them to bring their knowledge. In additional case, beside science
publication, any other book likes The Divide: American Injustice in the Age of the Wealth Gap to make your
spare time more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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