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The founder of Rhode Island and of the first Baptist Church in America, an original and passionate advocate
for religious freedom, a rare New England colonist who befriended Native Americans and took seriously
their culture and their legal rights, Roger Williams is the forgotten giant among the first English colonists.
Now, Edwin S. Gaustad, a leading expert on the life of Roger Williams, offers a vividly written and
authoritative biography of the most far-seeing of the early settlers--the first such biography written for a
general audience. Readers follow Roger and Mary Williams on their 1631 journey to Boston, where he soon
became embroiled in many controversies, most notably, his claim that the colonists had unjustly taken Native
American lands and his argument that civil authorities could not enforce religious duties. Soon banished for
these troubling (if farsighted) views, Williams wandered for fourteen weeks in bitter snow until he bought
land from the Narragansett Indians and founded Providence, which soon became a sanctuary for religious
freedom and a refuge for dissenters of all stripes. The book discusses Williams journey back to London,
where he sought legal recognition of his colony, spread his enlightened views on Native Americans, and
(alongside John Milton) fought passionately for religious freedom. Gaustad also describes how the royal
charter of Rhode Island, obtained by Williams in 1663, would become the blueprint of religious freedom for
many other colonies and a foundation stone for the First Amendment. Here then is a vibrant portrait of a
great American who is truly worthy of remembrance.
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From reader reviews:

Joyce Adam:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yeah, you
can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a
walk, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or read a book allowed Roger Williams
(Lives and Legacies Series)? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You know beside you can spend your
time together with your favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you agree with their
opinion or you have different opinion?

Ivory Hughes:

What do you think about book? It is just for students as they are still students or that for all people in the
world, exactly what the best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that problem above. Every
person has different personality and hobby per other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they
don't need do that. You must know how great and also important the book Roger Williams (Lives and
Legacies Series). All type of book is it possible to see on many solutions. You can look for the internet
methods or other social media.

Eileen Matherly:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try factor that really opposite
from that. One particular activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you have been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Roger Williams (Lives and
Legacies Series), you are able to enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still would like to miss it?
What kind of hangout type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't understand it, oh
come on its called reading friends.

Linda White:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got pupils? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. So you know that
little person just like reading or as studying become their hobby. You have to know that reading is very
important in addition to book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except your
own teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update about something by book. Numerous books that
can you choose to use be your object. One of them is actually Roger Williams (Lives and Legacies Series).
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