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An engaging social history that reveals the critical role Pullman porters played in the struggle for
African American civil rights

When George Pullman began recruiting Southern blacks as porters in his luxurious new sleeping cars, the
former slaves suffering under Jim Crow laws found his offer of a steady job and worldly experience
irresistible. They quickly signed up to serve as maid, waiter, concierge, nanny, and occasionally doctor and
undertaker to cars full of white passengers, making the Pullman Company the largest employer of African
American men in the country by the 1920s.
In the world of the Pullman sleeping car, where whites and blacks lived in close proximity, porters developed
a unique culture marked by idiosyncratic language, railroad lore, and shared experience. They called difficult
passengers "Mister Charlie"; exchanged stories about Daddy Jim, the legendary first Pullman porter; and
learned to distinguish generous tippers such as Humphrey Bogart from skinflints like Babe Ruth. At the same
time, they played important social, political, and economic roles, carrying jazz and blues to outlying areas,
forming America's first black trade union, and acting as forerunners of the modern black middle class by
virtue of their social position and income.
Drawing on extensive interviews with dozens of porters and their descendants, Larry Tye reconstructs the
complicated world of the Pullman porter, and provides a lively and enlightening look at this important social
phenomenon.
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From reader reviews:

Amy Hewitt:

With other case, little men and women like to read book Rising from the Rails: Pullman Porters and the
Making of the Black Middle Class. You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. Provided
that we know about how is important the book Rising from the Rails: Pullman Porters and the Making of the
Black Middle Class. You can add information and of course you can around the world by the book.
Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can learn everything! From your country right up until
foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple point until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In
this era, we can open a book or even searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You can use it when
you feel bored to go to the library. Let's learn.

James Ellis:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Aim to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't determine book by its handle may doesn't
work here is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside
appearance likes. Maybe you answer can be Rising from the Rails: Pullman Porters and the Making of the
Black Middle Class why because the excellent cover that make you consider about the content will not
disappoint a person. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading sixth
sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.

Dale Fain:

Reading a book for being new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to study a book. When you
study a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge,
due to the fact book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what forms
of book that you have read. In order to get information about your examine, you can read education books,
but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, such us novel, comics, and
soon. The Rising from the Rails: Pullman Porters and the Making of the Black Middle Class offer you a new
experience in reading through a book.

Elizabeth Blake:

As a scholar exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library in order
to make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's spirit or real
their leisure activity. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library. They go to there but
nothing reading really. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring along with can't see colorful
images on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know that on this
age, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore
this Rising from the Rails: Pullman Porters and the Making of the Black Middle Class can make you feel



more interested to read.
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