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Explores the history and present-day reality of grain elevators on the Great Lakes.

Grain Dust Dreams tells the story of terminal grain elevators—concrete colossi that stand in the middle of a
deep river of grain that they lift, sort, and send on. From their invention in Buffalo, New York, through their
present-day operation in Thunder Bay, Ontario, David W. Tarbet examines the difficulties and dangers of
working in a grain elevator—showing how they operate and describing the effects that the grain trade has on
the lives of individuals and cities.

As Tarbet shows, the impact of these impressive concrete structures even extends beyond their working
lives. Buildings that were created for a commercial purpose had a surprising and unintended cultural
consequence. European modernist architects were taken by the size and elegance of American concrete
elevators and used them as models for a revolution in architecture. When the St. Lawrence Seaway made it
possible for large ships to bypass Buffalo, many Buffalo elevators were abandoned. Tarbet describes how
these empty elevators are now being transformed into centers for artistic and athletic performance, and into a
hub for technical innovation. Buffalo has found a way to incorporate its unused elevators into the life of the
city long after the grain dust from them has ceased to fly.

“Grain Dust Dreams is a miniaturist masterpiece. David Tarbet was raised in a Canadian grain shipping hub,
and takes us on a fond and fascinating tour of the history, the culture, and the technology of North American
grain elevators. Beautifully written and rigorously researched, Grain Dust Dreams is an unusually charming
addition to industrial history.” — Charles R. Morris, author of The Dawn of Innovation: The First American
Industrial Revolution

“Drawing on personal experience, David Tarbet writes with authority. This is an important subject presented
in a manner that’s accessible to all.” — Thorold Tronrud, Director, Thunder Bay Historical Museum

“Grain Dust Dreams is an intimate and personal account of the impact of the grain industry on two North
American communities. The reader will be transported into the inner workings of a grain elevator, and
uncover the significance the elevators had on the communities in which they reside. Readers will also enjoy
the personal accounts from workers in these engineering marvels along with the hazards encountered by their
operators. Tarbet also explores the perplexing question many communities face: how to repurpose these
majestic structures so that they last for posterity.” — Tim Bohen, author of Against the Grain: The History of
Buffalo’s First Ward

David W. Tarbet is a retired attorney who lives in Jamaica Plain, Massachusetts.
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From reader reviews:

Eleanor Rowe:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive at this
point, people have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of typically the
crowded place and notice through surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated
it for a while is reading. Yeah, by reading a guide your ability to survive enhance then having chance to
stand than other is high. In your case who want to start reading the book, we give you this Grain Dust
Dreams (Excelsior Editions) book as starter and daily reading book. Why, because this book is usually more
than just a book.

Emma Peterson:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, quick story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not attempting Grain Dust Dreams (Excelsior
Editions) that give your fun preference will be satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading practice all
over the world can be said as the method for people to know world a great deal better then how they react in
the direction of the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky man or
woman but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for all of you who want to start reading
through as your good habit, you could pick Grain Dust Dreams (Excelsior Editions) become your starter.

Mary Adamczyk:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this Grain Dust Dreams (Excelsior Editions)
guide written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book which might be understand by
anyone who all read the book. Written within good manner for you, dripping every ideas and creating skill
only for eliminate your current hunger then you still hesitation Grain Dust Dreams (Excelsior Editions) as
good book not only by the cover but also by content. This is one publication that can break don't judge book
by its include, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your studying
sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

Kevin Dobson:

A lot of book has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by web on social media. You can
choose the most beneficial book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is
called of book Grain Dust Dreams (Excelsior Editions). You can include your knowledge by it. Without
leaving behind the printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and make you actually happier to
read. It is most significant that, you must aware about book. It can bring you from one spot to other place.
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