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In this boldly intimate and intelligent blend of personal memoir, social history, and cultural criticism, Susan
Griffin profoundly illuminates our understanding of illness. She explores its physical, emotional, spiritual,
and social aspects, revealing how it magnifies our yearning for connection and reconciliation.

Griffin begins with a gripping account of her own harrowing experiences with Chronic Fatigue and Immune
Dysfunction Syndrome (CFIDS), a potentially life-threatening illness that has been misconstrued and
marginalized through the label "psychosomatic." Faced with terrifying bouts of fatigue, pain, and diminished
thinking, the shame of illness, and the difficulty of being told you are "not really ill," she was driven to
understand how early childhood loss made her susceptible to disease.

Alongside her own story, Griffin weaves in her fascinating interpretation of the story of Marie du Plessis,
popularized as the fictional Camille, an eighteenth-century courtesan whose young life was taken by
tuberculosis. In the old story, Griffin finds contemporary themes of "money, bills, creditors, class, social
standing, who is acceptable and who not, who is to be protected and who abandoned." In our current
economy, she sees "how to be sick can impoverish, how poverty increases the misery of sickness, and how
the implicit violence of this process wounds the soul as well as the body."

Griffin insists that we must tell our stories to maintain our own integrity and authority, so that the sources of
suffering become visible and validated. She writes passionately of a society where we are all cared for
through "the rootedness of our connections. How the wound of being allowed to suffer points to a need to
meet at the deepest level, to make an exchange at the nadir of life and death, the giving and taking which will
weave a more spacious fabric of existence, communitas, community." Her views of the larger problems of
illness and society are deeply illuminating.
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From reader reviews:

Annie Boyd:

The book What Her Body Thought can give more knowledge and information about everything you want.
Why must we leave the best thing like a book What Her Body Thought? Wide variety you have a different
opinion about guide. But one aim in which book can give many info for us. It is absolutely correct. Right
now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, you can give for each other; you
may share all of these. Book What Her Body Thought has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and
large function for you. You can look the enormous world by start and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Delia Black:

This book untitled What Her Body Thought to be one of several books that best seller in this year, that is
because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will easily to buy this book in the
book retailer or you can order it via online. The publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you
more easily to read this book, as you can read this book in your Mobile phone. So there is no reason to you to
past this publication from your list.

Samuel Tapp:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this What Her Body Thought e-book written by
well-known writer whose to say well how to make book that may be understand by anyone who else read the
book. Written within good manner for you, dripping every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your
hunger then you still uncertainty What Her Body Thought as good book not only by the cover but also from
the content. This is one publication that can break don't determine book by its handle, so do you still needing
a different sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already said so why you have to
listening to yet another sixth sense.

Lorenzo Brown:

This What Her Body Thought is great book for you because the content which is full of information for you
who all always deal with world and also have to make decision every minute. This book reveal it data
accurately using great organize word or we can point out no rambling sentences included. So if you are read
it hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only provides straight forward sentences but
difficult core information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having What Her Body Thought in your hand
like obtaining the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no book that
offer you world inside ten or fifteen minute right but this guide already do that. So , it is good reading book.
Hi Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt in which?
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