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Between 1926 and 1929, thousands of Mexicans fought and died in an attempt to overthrow the government
of their country. They were the Cristeros, so called because of their battle cry, ¡Viva Cristo Rey!—Long Live
Christ the King! The Cristero rebellion and the church-state conflict remain one of the most controversial
subjects in Mexican history, and much of the writing on it is emotional polemic. David C. Bailey, basing his
study on the most important published and unpublished sources available, strikes a balance between
objective reporting and analysis. This book depicts a national calamity in which sincere people followed
their convictions to often tragic ends.

The Cristero rebellion climaxed a century of animosity between the Catholic church and the Mexican state,
and this background is briefly summarized here. With the coming of the 1910 revolution the hostility
intensified. The revolutionists sought to impose severe limitations on the Church, and Catholic anti-
revolutionary militancy grew apace. When the government in 1926 decreed strict enforcement of anticlerical
legislation, matters reached a crisis. Church authorities suspended public worship throughout Mexico, and
Catholics in various parts of the country rose up in arms. There followed almost three years of indecisive
guerrilla warfare marked by brutal excesses on both sides. Bailey describes the armed struggle in broad
outline but concentrates on the political and diplomatic maneuvering that ultimately decided the issue.

A de facto settlement was brought about in 1929, based on the government’s pledge to allow the Church to
perform its spiritual offices under its own internal discipline. The pact was arranged mainly through the
intercession of U.S. Ambassador Dwight Morrow. His role in the conflict, as well as that of other Americans
who decisively influenced the course of events, receives detailed attention in the study. The position of the
Vatican during the conflict and its role in the settlement are also examined in detail.

With the 1929 settlement the clergy returned to the churches, whereupon the Cristeros lost public support
and the rebellion collapsed. The spirit of the settlement soon evaporated, more strife followed, and only after
another decade did permanent religious peace come to Mexico.
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From reader reviews:

Matthew German:

Typically the book Viva Cristo Rey!: The Cristero Rebellion and the Church-State Conflict in Mexico
(Texas Pan American) will bring you to the new experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to
elucidate the idea is very unique. In the event you try to find new book to read, this book very appropriate to
you. The book Viva Cristo Rey!: The Cristero Rebellion and the Church-State Conflict in Mexico (Texas
Pan American) is much recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-book from your official
web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Amy Mueller:

It is possible to spend your free time to read this book this book. This Viva Cristo Rey!: The Cristero
Rebellion and the Church-State Conflict in Mexico (Texas Pan American) is simple to develop you can read
it in the playground, in the beach, train along with soon. If you did not possess much space to bring the
particular printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make you easier to read it. You can save the
actual book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this
book.

Stacy Perry:

You can find this Viva Cristo Rey!: The Cristero Rebellion and the Church-State Conflict in Mexico (Texas
Pan American) by go to the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve
problem if you get difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only simply by
written or printed but also can you enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern era including now, you
just looking by your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your own personal
ways to get more information about your reserve. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your
knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose suitable ways for you.

Anna Rangel:

Some people said that they feel bored when they reading a book. They are directly felt it when they get a half
portions of the book. You can choose the particular book Viva Cristo Rey!: The Cristero Rebellion and the
Church-State Conflict in Mexico (Texas Pan American) to make your personal reading is interesting. Your
own skill of reading skill is developing when you including reading. Try to choose basic book to make you
enjoy to read it and mingle the impression about book and looking at especially. It is to be 1st opinion for
you to like to start a book and go through it. Beside that the reserve Viva Cristo Rey!: The Cristero Rebellion
and the Church-State Conflict in Mexico (Texas Pan American) can to be your new friend when you're sense
alone and confuse using what must you're doing of that time.
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