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As a nineteenth-century commercial development, the alleyway house was a hybrid of the traditional
Chinese courtyard house and the Western terraced one. Unique to Shanghai, the alleyway house was a space
where the blurring of the boundaries of public and private life created a vibrant social community. In recent
years however, the city’s rapid redevelopment has meant that the alleyway house is being destroyed, and this
book seeks to understand it in terms of the lifestyle it engendered for those who called it home, whilst also
looking to the future of the alleyway house.

Based on groundwork research, this book examines the Shanghai alleyway house in light of the complex
history of the city, especially during the colonial era. It also explores the history of urban form (and
governance) in China in order to question how the Eastern and Western traditions combined in Shanghai to
produce a unique and dynamic housing typology. Construction techniques and different alleyway house sub-
genres are also examined, as is the way of life they engendered, including some of the side-effects of
alleyway house life, such as the literature it inspired, both foreign and local, as well as the portrayal of life in
the laneways as seen in films set in the city. The book ends by posing the question: what next for the
alleyway house? Does it even have a future, and if so, what lies ahead for this rapidly vanishing typology?

This interdisciplinary book will be welcomed by students and scholars of Chinese studies, architecture and
urban development, as well as history and literature.
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From reader reviews:

Lois Yale:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always aim to and must have the extra time or they will get lot of
stress from both everyday life and work. So , when we ask do people have free time, we will say absolutely
without a doubt. People is human not a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity are there when the
spare time coming to a person of course your answer may unlimited right. Then ever try this one, reading
guides. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the actual book you have read is actually
The Shanghai Alleyway House: A Vanishing Urban Vernacular (Routledge Contemporary China Series).

Samuel Travis:

The Shanghai Alleyway House: A Vanishing Urban Vernacular (Routledge Contemporary China Series) can
be one of your beginner books that are good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this
reserve has good vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit
entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information. The article author giving his/her effort to get every
word into joy arrangement in writing The Shanghai Alleyway House: A Vanishing Urban Vernacular
(Routledge Contemporary China Series) however doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest
as well as based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be one of it. This great information could drawn
you into new stage of crucial contemplating.

Bertram Staten:

As a pupil exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or even make
summary for some guide, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's spirit or real their
interest. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go to right now there but
nothing reading critically. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring in addition to can't see
colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we know
that on this period, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore this The Shanghai Alleyway House: A Vanishing Urban Vernacular (Routledge
Contemporary China Series) can make you sense more interested to read.

Alexander Taylor:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information coming from a book. Book is prepared or printed or highlighted from each source which filled
update of news. In this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for an individual.
From media social such as newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and
comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book?
Or just trying to find the The Shanghai Alleyway House: A Vanishing Urban Vernacular (Routledge
Contemporary China Series) when you needed it?
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