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From one of our most acclaimed novelists, a David-and-Goliath biography for the digital age.

One night in the late 1930s, in a bar on the Illinois- owa border, John Vincent Atanasoff, a professor of
physics at lowa State University, after a frustrating day performing tedious mathematical calculationsin his
lab, hit on the idea that the binary number system and electronic switches, combined with an array of
capacitors on amoving drum to serve as memory, could yield a computing machine that would make hislife
and the lives of other similarly burdened scientists easier. Then he went back and built the machine. It
worked. The whole world changed.

Why don’'t we know the name of John Atanasoff aswell as we know those of Alan Turing and John von
Neumann? Because he never patented the device, and because the devel opers of the far-better-known
ENIAC almost certainly stole critical ideas from him. But in 1973 a court declared that the patent on that
Sperry Rand device was invalid, opening the intellectual property gates to the computer revolution.

Jane Smiley tells the quintessentially American story of the child of immigrants John Atanasoff with
technical clarity and narrative drive, making the race to develop digital computing as gripping as a real-
life techno-thriller.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:
Antoinette Hagen:

Inside other case, little men and women like to read book The Man Who Invented the Computer. Y ou can
choose the best book if you want reading a book. Providing we know about how isimportant any book The
Man Who Invented the Computer. Y ou can add knowledge and of course you can around the world by just a
book. Absolutely right, since from book you can learn everything! From your country till foreign or abroad
you can be known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we are able to
open abook or perhaps searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. Y ou can use it when you feel bored
to go to thelibrary. Let's learn.

Dorothea Profitt:

Do you one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on guys this
kind of aren't like that. This The Man Who Invented the Computer book is readable by simply you who hate
the straight word style. Y ou will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable reading through experience
without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you. The writer regarding The Man Who
Invented the Computer content conveys objective easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-
book are not different in the content material but it just different available asit. So, do you continue to
thinking The Man Who Invented the Computer is not loveable to be your top record reading book?

Rosa Milliken:

The experience that you get from The Man Who Invented the Computer is a more deep you looking the
information that hide within the words the more you get interested in reading it. It does not mean that this
book is hard to understand but The Man Who Invented the Computer giving you joy fedling of reading. The
author conveys their point in certain way that can be understood simply by anyone who read this because the
author of this guide is well-known enough. This specific book also makes your own personal vocabulary
increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are
available. We advise you for having this The Man Who Invented the Computer instantly.

Thomas Obrien:

Y ou can spend your free time to see this book this reserve. This The Man Who Invented the Computer is
simple to bring you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train and soon. If you did not get much
space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make you better to read it.
Y ou can save typically the book in your smart phone. Thusthere are alot of benefits that you will get when
you buy this book.
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