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A fascinating look at history's losers-the myths they create to cope with defeat and the steps they take
never to be vanquished again

History may be written by the victors, Wolfgang Schivelbusch argues in his brilliant and provocative new
book, but the losers often have the final word. Focusing on three seminal cases of modern warfare-the South
after the Civil War, France in the wake of the Franco-Prussian War, and Germany following World War I-
Schivelbusch reveals the complex psychological and cultural reactions of vanquished nations to the
experience of military defeat.

Drawing on responses from every level of society, Schivelbusch shows how conquered societies question the
foundations of their identities and strive to emulate the victors: the South to become a "better North," the
French to militarize their schools on the Prussian model, the Germans to adopt all things American. He
charts the losers' paradoxical equation of military failure with cultural superiority as they generate myths to
glorify their pasts and explain their losses: the nostalgic "plantation legend" after the fall of the Confederacy;
the cult of Joan of Arc in vanquished France; the fiction of the stab in the back by "foreign" elements in
postwar Germany. From cathartic epidemics of "dance madness" to the revolutions that so often follow
battlefield humiliation, Schivelbusch finds remarkable similarities across cultures.

Eloquently and vibrantly told, The Culture of Defeat is a tour de force that opens new territory for historical
inquiry.
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From reader reviews:

Clinton Whitten:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book
when compared with can satisfy your short time to read it because this all time you only find reserve that
need more time to be study. The Culture of Defeat: On National Trauma, Mourning, and Recovery can be
your answer since it can be read by you who have those short free time problems.

Emma Latshaw:

The book untitled The Culture of Defeat: On National Trauma, Mourning, and Recovery contain a lot of
information on the idea. The writer explains your ex idea with easy technique. The language is very
straightforward all the people, so do not worry, you can easy to read it. The book was published by famous
author. The author provides you in the new period of literary works. It is possible to read this book because
you can read on your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book with anywhere and anytime. If you
want to buy the e-book, you can available their official web-site and order it. Have a nice go through.

Joel Connolly:

This The Culture of Defeat: On National Trauma, Mourning, and Recovery is fresh way for you who has
attention to look for some information since it relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper you onto it
getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having bit of digest in reading this The Culture of
Defeat: On National Trauma, Mourning, and Recovery can be the light food in your case because the
information inside this particular book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books create itself in the form
which is reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in publication
form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a guide
especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for a person. So , don't miss the idea!
Just read this e-book style for your better life along with knowledge.

Arthur Seaton:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or even
make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's heart or real
their leisure activity. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library. They go to generally there
but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring and also can't see
colorful images on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we
know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore this The Culture of Defeat: On National Trauma, Mourning, and Recovery can make you
feel more interested to read.
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