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This powerful collection of essays ranges from pop culture to politics, from Hillary Clinton to Susan
Sontag, from Facebook to Mad Men, from Joan Didion to David Foster Wallace to—most
strikingly—the author’s own life. For fans of the essays of John Jeremiah Sullivan and Jonathan
Lethem.

NAMED ONE OF THE BEST BOOKS OF THE YEAR BY
The New York Times • The Wall Street Journal
 
Katie Roiphe’s writing—whether in the form of personal essays, literary criticism, or cultural reporting—is
bracing, wickedly entertaining, and deeply engaged with our mores and manners. In these pages, she turns
her exacting gaze on the surprisingly narrow-minded conventions governing the way we live now. Is there a
preoccupation with “healthiness” above all else? If so, does it lead insidiously to judging anyone who tries to
live differently? Examining such subjects as the current fascination with Mad Men, the oppressiveness of
Facebook (“the novel we are all writing”), and the quiet malice our society displays toward single mothers,
Roiphe makes her case throughout these electric pages. She profiles a New York prep school grad turned
dominatrix; isolates the exact, endlessly repeated ingredients of a magazine “celebrity profile”; and draws
unexpected, timeless lessons from news-cycle hits such as Arnold Schwarzenegger’s “love child”
revelations. On ample display in this book are Roiphe’s insightful, occasionally obsessive takes on an array
of literary figures, including Jane Austen, John Updike, Susan Sontag, Joan Didion, and Margaret Wise
Brown, the troubled author of Goodnight, Moon. And reprinted for the first time and expanded here is her
much-debated New York Times Book Review cover piece, “The Naked and the Conflicted”—an unabashed
argument on sex and the contemporary American male writer that is in itself an exciting and refreshing
reminder that criticism matters. As steely-eyed in examining her own life as she is in skewering our cultural
pitfalls, Roiphe gives us autobiographical pieces—on divorce, motherhood, an emotionally fraught trip to
Vietnam, the breakup of a female friendship—that are by turns deeply moving, self-critical, razor-sharp, and
unapologetic in their defense of “the messy life.”
 
In Praise of Messy Lives is powerfully unified, vital work from one of our most astute and provocative
voices.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Kathleen Edwards:

Inside other case, little men and women like to read book In Praise of Messy Lives: Essays. You can choose
the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. Given that we know about how is important the book In Praise
of Messy Lives: Essays. You can add know-how and of course you can around the world by way of a book.
Absolutely right, since from book you can realize everything! From your country right up until foreign or
abroad you will end up known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we
can easily open a book or searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel
bored to go to the library. Let's go through.

Charles Green:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information presently can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even restricted. What people must be consider
while those information which is within the former life are challenging be find than now is taking seriously
which one is appropriate to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you obtain the unstable
resource then you obtain it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen in you if you take In Praise of Messy Lives: Essays as the daily resource
information.

James Jones:

The book In Praise of Messy Lives: Essays will bring you to the new experience of reading a book. The
author style to clarify the idea is very unique. In case you try to find new book to see, this book very suited to
you. The book In Praise of Messy Lives: Essays is much recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-
book from your official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Christopher Pipkin:

In Praise of Messy Lives: Essays can be one of your nice books that are good idea. Many of us recommend
that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary which could increase your knowledge in
terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The writer giving
his/her effort to place every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing In Praise of Messy Lives: Essays
although doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource info
that maybe you can be one among it. This great information can certainly drawn you into new stage of
crucial thinking.
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