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In 1775, a visitor to Laurent Spinacuta's Grande Ménagerie at the annual winter fair in Paris would have seen
two tigers, several kinds of monkeys, an armadillo, an ocelot, and a condor—in all, forty-two live animals. In
Elephant Slaves and Pampered Parrots, Louise Robbins explains that exotic animals from around the world
were common in eighteenth-century Paris. In the streets of the city, residents and visitors could observe
performing elephants and a fighting polar bear. Those looking for unusual pets could purchase parrots, flying
squirrels, and capuchin monkeys. The royal menagerie at Versailles displayed lions, cranes, an elephant, a
rhinoceros, and a zebra, which in 1760 became a major court attraction.

For Enlightenment-era Parisians, exotic animals both piqued scientific curiosity and conveyed social status.
Their availability was a boon for naturalists like Buffon, author of the best-selling Histoire naturelle, who
observed unusual species in a variety of locations around the city. Louis XVI saw his menagerie as a
manifestation of his power and funded its upkeep accordingly, while critics used the caged animals as
metaphors of slavery and political oppression amidst the growing political turmoil. In her engaging and often
surprising account, Robbins considers nearly every aspect of France's obsession with exotic fauna, from the
vast literature on exotic animals and the inner workings of the oiseleurs' (birdsellers') guild to how the
animals were transported, housed, and cared for. Based on wide-ranging and imaginative research, Elephant
Slaves and Pampered Parrots stands as a major contribution to the history of human-animal relations,
eighteenth-century culture, and French colonialism.
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From reader reviews:

Eunice Buckley:

In other case, little folks like to read book Elephant Slaves and Pampered Parrots: Exotic Animals in
Eighteenth-Century Paris (Animals, History, Culture). You can choose the best book if you love reading a
book. Given that we know about how is important a book Elephant Slaves and Pampered Parrots: Exotic
Animals in Eighteenth-Century Paris (Animals, History, Culture). You can add know-how and of course you
can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, since from book you can understand everything!
From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple factor until
wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we are able to open a book or even searching by
internet system. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's learn.

Shawn Midkiff:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with close friends is thing
that usually you will have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try point that really
opposite from that. One activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you already been ride on and with addition info. Even you love Elephant Slaves and Pampered Parrots:
Exotic Animals in Eighteenth-Century Paris (Animals, History, Culture), you are able to enjoy both. It is
great combination right, you still want to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh can happen its mind
hangout fellas. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its referred to as reading friends.

Dolores Wade:

This Elephant Slaves and Pampered Parrots: Exotic Animals in Eighteenth-Century Paris (Animals, History,
Culture) is brand new way for you who has curiosity to look for some information because it relief your
hunger of information. Getting deeper you upon it getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who
still having tiny amount of digest in reading this Elephant Slaves and Pampered Parrots: Exotic Animals in
Eighteenth-Century Paris (Animals, History, Culture) can be the light food for you personally because the
information inside this particular book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books build itself in the form
which can be reachable by anyone, that's why I mean in the e-book application form. People who think that
in guide form make them feel tired even dizzy this publication is the answer. So you cannot find any in
reading a e-book especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for you
actually. So , don't miss it! Just read this e-book type for your better life and knowledge.

Theresa Braun:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got students? We believe that that problem
was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. Therefore you
know that little person similar to reading or as examining become their hobby. You must know that reading
is very important and also book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except



your personal teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update with regards to something by book. Many
kinds of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is Elephant Slaves and Pampered
Parrots: Exotic Animals in Eighteenth-Century Paris (Animals, History, Culture).
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