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"Poor Joshua!" lamented Justice Harry Blackmun in his famous dissent. "Victim of repeated attacks by an
irresponsible, bullying, obviously cowardly, and intemperate father, and abandoned by respondents who
placed him in a dangerous predicament and who knew or learned what was going on, and yet did essentially
nothing. . . ." Even so, the Supreme Court, by a 6-to-3 margin, absolved Wisconsin officials of any
negligence in a case that had left a young child profoundly damaged for the rest of his life.

Does the Constitution protect children from violent parents? As Lynne Curry shows, that was the central
question at issue when Melody DeShaney initially sued Wisconsin for failing to protect her battered son
Joshua from her estranged husband, thus violating her son's constitutional right to due process. The resulting
case, DeShaney v. Winnebago County (1989), was a highly emotional one pitting the family against the state
and challenging our views on domestic relations, child abuse, and the responsibilities—and limits—of state
action regarding the private lives of citizens.

The Supreme Court's controversial decision ruled that the Constitution was intended to limit state action
rather than oblige the state to interfere in private affairs. In other words, it viewed the Due Process Clause as
a limitation on the state's power to act, not a guarantee of safety and security, not even for children who
depend on the state for their very survival. In this first book-length analysis of the case, Curry helps readers
understand how considerations of "what should be" in an undeniably tragic case are not always reflected in
legal reasoning.

Curry brings to light details that have been ignored or neglected and covers both the criminal and civil
proceedings to retell a story that still shocks. Drawing on legal briefs and social work case files, she reviews
the legal machinations of the state and includes personal stories of key actors: family members, social
workers, police officers, child advocates, and opposing attorneys. She then clearly analyzes the majority and
dissenting opinions from the Court, as well as reactions from the court of public opinion.

Joshua DeShaney depended on the state for protection but found no satisfaction in the courts when the state
failed him. The DeShaney Case offers a much-needed perspective on the dilemmas his predicament posed
for our legal system and fresh insight into our ambivalent views of the role that the state should play in our
daily lives.
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From reader reviews:

Edward Gilbert:

Book is actually written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can realize everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important issue to bring us around the
world. Close to that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A publication The DeShaney Case: Child
Abuse, Family Rights, and the Dilemma of State Intervention (Landmark Law Cases & American Society)
will make you to be smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can know about every thing. But some
of you think which open or reading a new book make you bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why
they can be thought like that? Have you searching for best book or appropriate book with you?

Tamika Sheppard:

The book The DeShaney Case: Child Abuse, Family Rights, and the Dilemma of State Intervention
(Landmark Law Cases & American Society) can give more knowledge and information about everything
you want. So just why must we leave the great thing like a book The DeShaney Case: Child Abuse, Family
Rights, and the Dilemma of State Intervention (Landmark Law Cases & American Society)? A number of
you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim that book can give many facts for us. It is
absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or details that you take for that,
you are able to give for each other; you could share all of these. Book The DeShaney Case: Child Abuse,
Family Rights, and the Dilemma of State Intervention (Landmark Law Cases & American Society) has
simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and large function for you. You can appear the enormous
world by wide open and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Kara Navarrete:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always try to and must have the extra time or they will get lots of
stress from both lifestyle and work. So , whenever we ask do people have spare time, we will say absolutely
yes. People is human not only a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity do you possess when
the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you ever try this one,
reading guides. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, the particular book you have read
is actually The DeShaney Case: Child Abuse, Family Rights, and the Dilemma of State Intervention
(Landmark Law Cases & American Society).

Sheri Williams:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book compared
to can satisfy your short time to read it because all this time you only find publication that need more time to
be learn. The DeShaney Case: Child Abuse, Family Rights, and the Dilemma of State Intervention
(Landmark Law Cases & American Society) can be your answer given it can be read by you actually who



have those short spare time problems.
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