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Since its coinage in mid-19th century Germany, Realpolitik has proven both elusive and protean. To some, it
represents the best approach to meaningful change and political stability in a world buffeted by uncertainty
and rapid transformation. To others, it encapsulates an attitude of cynicism and cold calculation, a
transparent and self-justifying policy exercised by dominant nations over weaker. Remolded across
generations and repurposed to its political and ideological moment, Realpolitik remains a touchstone for
discussion about statecraft and diplomacy. It is a freighted concept.

Historian John Bew explores the genesis of Realpolitik, tracing its longstanding and enduring relevance in
political and foreign policy debates. Bew's book uncovers the context that gave birth to Realpolitik-that of
the fervor of radical change in 1848 in Europe. He explains its application in the conduct of foreign policy
from the days of Bismarck onward. Lastly, he illuminates its translation from German into English, one that
reveals the uniquely Anglo-American version of realpolitik-small "r"-being practiced today, a modern
iteration that attempts to reconcile idealism with the pursuit of national interests.

Lively, encyclopedic, and utterly original, Realpolitik: A History illuminates the life and times of a term that
has shaped and will continue to shape international relations.
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From reader reviews:

Steven Maravilla:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yeah, you
can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to
take a wander, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or even read a book allowed
Realpolitik: A History? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You already know beside you can spend your
time using your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have
some other opinion?

Deanna Christianson:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. As you
may know that book is very important for all of us. The book Realpolitik: A History had been making you to
know about other information and of course you can take more information. It is quite advantages for you.
The book Realpolitik: A History is not only giving you much more new information but also for being your
friend when you truly feel bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your reserve. Try to make
relationship with the book Realpolitik: A History. You never truly feel lose out for everything when you read
some books.

Lee Long:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can easily share their
idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their reader with their story or their
experience. Not only situation that share in the books. But also they write about advantage about something
that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your children, there are many
kinds of book that exist now. The authors in this world always try to improve their talent in writing, they also
doing some exploration before they write to their book. One of them is this Realpolitik: A History.

Santos Ball:

You can obtain this Realpolitik: A History by browse the bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it
may to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not
only simply by written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern era
such as now, you just looking of your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose
your current ways to get more information about your e-book. It is most important to arrange yourself to
make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose proper ways for you.
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