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The infamous murder in October 1998 of a twenty-one-year-old gay University of Wyoming student ignited
a media frenzy. The crime resonated deeply with America's bitter history of violence against minorities, and
something about Matt Shepard himself struck a chord with people across the nation. Although the details of
the tragedy are familiar to most people, the complex and ever-shifting context of the killing is not. Losing
Matt Shepard explores why the murder still haunts us?and why it should.

Beth Loffreda is uniquely qualified to write this account. As a professor new to the state and a straight
faculty advisor to the campus Lesbian Gay Bisexual Transgender Association, she is both an insider and
outsider to the events. She draws upon her own penetrating observations as well as dozens of interviews with
students, townspeople, police officers, journalists, state politicians, activists, and gay and lesbian residents to
make visible the knot of forces tied together by the fate of this young man.

This book shows how the politics of sexuality?perhaps now the most divisive issue in America's culture
wars?unfolds in a remote and sparsely populated area of the country. Loffreda brilliantly captures daily life
since October 1998 in Laramie, Wyoming?a community in a rural, poor, conservative, and breathtakingly
beautiful state without a single gay bar or bookstore. Rather than focus only on Matt Shepard, she presents a
full range of characters, including a panoply of locals (both gay and straight), the national gay activists who
quickly descended on Laramie, the indefatigable homicide investigators, the often unreflective journalists of
the national media, and even a cameo appearance by Peter, Paul, and Mary.

Loffreda courses through a wide ambit of events: from the attempts by students and townspeople to rise
above the anti-gay theatrics of defrocked minister Fred Phelps to the spontaneous, grassroots support for
Matt at the university's homecoming parade, from the emotionally charged town council discussions about
bias crimes legislation to the tireless efforts of the investigators to trace that grim night's trail of evidence.
Charting these and many other events, Losing Matt Shepard not only recounts the typical responses to Matt's
death but also the surprising stories of those whose lives were transformed but ignored in the media frenzy.
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From reader reviews:

Miguel Philip:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Yeah, you can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time
to take a go walking, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book entitled Losing
Matt Shepard? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You already know beside you can spend your time
with your favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have
different opinion?

Gerald Wright:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book especially book entitled
Losing Matt Shepard the mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe
unfamiliar for but surely can become your mind friends. Imaging every single word written in a reserve then
become one type conclusion and explanation this maybe you never get ahead of. The Losing Matt Shepard
giving you yet another experience more than blown away your head but also giving you useful information
for your better life within this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern here is your body and mind
will likely be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to
try this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

Alfonso Unruh:

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Make an
effort to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't assess book by its protect may doesn't
work here is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside
appear likes. Maybe you answer may be Losing Matt Shepard why because the wonderful cover that make
you consider about the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content is definitely fantastic
as the outside or even cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.

Bernie Watts:

That book can make you to feel relax. This book Losing Matt Shepard was colorful and of course has
pictures on there. As we know that book Losing Matt Shepard has many kinds or variety. Start from kids
until adolescents. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and think you are the character on
there. So , not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to
choose the best book for you personally and try to like reading that.
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