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In 1989 Michael Bishop and Harold Varmus were awarded the Nobel Prize for their discovery that normal
genes under certain conditions can cause cancer. In this book, Bishop tells us how he and Varmus made their
momentous discovery. More than a lively account of the making of a brilliant scientist, How to Win the
Nobel Prize is also a broader narrative combining two major and intertwined strands of medical history: the
long and ongoing struggles to control infectious diseases and to find and attack the causes of cancer.

Alongside his own story, that of a youthful humanist evolving into an ambivalent medical student, an
accidental microbiologist, and finally a world-class researcher, Bishop gives us a fast-paced and engrossing
tale of the microbe hunters. It is a narrative enlivened by vivid anecdotes about our deadliest microbial
enemies--the Black Death, cholera, syphilis, tuberculosis, malaria, smallpox, HIV--and by biographical
sketches of the scientists who led the fight against these scourges.

Bishop then provides an introduction for nonscientists to the molecular underpinnings of cancer and
concludes with an analysis of many of today's most important science-related controversies--ranging from
stem cell research to the attack on evolution to scientific misconduct. How to Win the Nobel Prize affords us
the pleasure of hearing about science from a brilliant practitioner who is a humanist at heart. Bishop's
perspective will be valued by anyone interested in biomedical research and in the past, present, and future of
the battle against cancer.
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Reviews of this book:
Despite his book's encouraging title, Bishop--who won a Nobel Prize in Physiology and Medicine in 1989--
cautions that "I have not written an instruction manual for pursuit of the prize." Instead, he has written an
amiable reflection on the experience of being a Nobelist, intertwined with some history and anecdotes about



the award, and balanced by a wide-ranging review of his own career as an "accidental scientist"...Along the
way, Bishop reflects on the history of our knowledge of microbes, cancer, the politics of funding research
and present-day disenchantment with science. His main purpose in writing this book, Bishop says, is to show
that "scientists are supremely human"--which he does with grace and charm.
--Publishers Weekly

Reviews of this book:
How to Win the Nobel Prize is typical Bishop: modest, funny, insightful and offering an extremely clear and
brief explanation of the basic scientific achievement that won the 1989 Nobel Prize in physiology or
medicine for himself and longtime colleague, Harold Varmus, now president of the Memorial Sloan-
Kettering Cancer Center.
--David Perlman, San Francisco Chronicle

Reviews of this book:
In these pages Bishop reveals himself as a good writer blessed with enviable clarity, someone sensible and
levelheaded who likes people and is enamored of his science.
--John Tyler Bonner, New York Times Book Review

Reviews of this book:
This is a treasure...Above all, How to Win the Nobel Prize is a civilised book and a lavishly rewarding one.
--Roy Herbert, New Scientist

Reviews of this book:
At its heart this analysis of science and the scientific world is a jewel. How to Win the Nobel Prize is an
inspirational book, full of careful analysis and judgement.
--John Oxford, Times Higher Education Supplement

Reviews of this book:
Bishop is a gifted communicator and teacher, and he sets about his task of educating scientists and the public
by describing his career in science and science politics...In the end, Bishop's book provides a...
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From reader reviews:

Daniel Reynolds:

This How to Win the Nobel Prize (The Jerusalem-Harvard Lectures) book is not ordinary book, you have
after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is information inside this
guide incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper you actually read a lot of information
you will get. This specific How to Win the Nobel Prize (The Jerusalem-Harvard Lectures) without we
recognize teach the one who looking at it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry
How to Win the Nobel Prize (The Jerusalem-Harvard Lectures) can bring when you are and not make your
bag space or bookshelves' become full because you can have it in your lovely laptop even telephone. This
How to Win the Nobel Prize (The Jerusalem-Harvard Lectures) having excellent arrangement in word and
layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Luis Gray:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading
addiction give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the particular
information inside the book in which improve your knowledge and information. The information you get
based on what kind of publication you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with schooling books
but if you want truly feel happy read one with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The particular
How to Win the Nobel Prize (The Jerusalem-Harvard Lectures) is kind of e-book which is giving the reader
erratic experience.

Shameka Nye:

Reading a book to become new life style in this yr; every people loves to study a book. When you learn a
book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, simply because
book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book that you
have read. If you would like get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but if you
act like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, in addition to
soon. The How to Win the Nobel Prize (The Jerusalem-Harvard Lectures) will give you new experience in
reading through a book.

Kayla France:

Reserve is one of source of expertise. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but native or
citizen need book to know the up-date information of year in order to year. As we know those guides have
many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the world. With the
book How to Win the Nobel Prize (The Jerusalem-Harvard Lectures) we can consider more advantage. Don't
that you be creative people? Being creative person must prefer to read a book. Only choose the best book
that suited with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life with that book How to Win the Nobel



Prize (The Jerusalem-Harvard Lectures). You can more inviting than now.
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