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Polarization is at an all-time high in the United States. But contrary to popular belief, Americans are
polarized not so much in their policy preferences asin their feelings toward their political opponents: To an
unprecedented degree, Republicans and Demacrats simply do not like one another. No surprise that these
deeply held negative feelings are central to the recent (also unprecedented) plunge in congressional
productivity. The past three Congresses have gotten less done than any since scholars began measuring
congressional productivity.

In Why Washington Won't Work, Marc J. Hetherington and Thomas J. Rudol ph argue that a contemporary
crisis of trust—people whaose party is out of power have amost no trust in a government run by the other
side—has deadlocked Congress. On most issues, party leaders can convince their own party to support their
positions. In order to pass legislation, however, they must also create consensus by persuading some portion
of the opposing party to trust in their vision for the future. Without trust, consensus fails to develop and
compromise does not occur. Up until recently, such trust could still usually be found among the opposition,
but not anymore. Political trust, the authors show, is far from a stable characteristic. It's actually highly
variable and contingent on avariety of factors, including whether one’s party isin control, which part of the
government oneis dealing with, and which policies or events are most salient at the moment.

Political trust increases, for example, when the public is concerned with foreign policy—as in times of
war—and it decreases in periods of weak economic performance. Hetherington and Rudolph do offer some
suggestions about steps poaliticians and the public might take to increase political trust. Ultimately, however,
they conclude that it isunlikely levels of political trust will significantly increase unless foreign concerns
come to dominate and the economy is consistently strong.
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From reader reviews:
Nancy Fisher:

With other case, little people like to read book Why Washington Won't Work: Polarization, Political Trust,
and the Governing Crisis (Chicago Studiesin American Palitics). Y ou can choose the best book if you
appreciate reading a book. Provided that we know about how isimportant any book Why Washington Won't
Work: Polarization, Political Trust, and the Governing Crisis (Chicago Studiesin American Politics). You
can add knowledge and of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from
book you can learn everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you will end up known.
About simple matter until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, we can open a book or
maybe searching by internet product. It is called e-book. Y ou should use it when you feel uninterested to go
tothelibrary. Let's study.

Gloria Robey:

This Why Washington Won't Work: Polarization, Political Trust, and the Governing Crisis (Chicago Studies
in American Politics) book is simply not ordinary book, you have after that it the world isin your hands. The
benefit you will get by reading this book will be information inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will get
datawhich is getting deeper you read alot of information you will get. This specific Why Washington Won't
Work: Polarization, Poalitical Trust, and the Governing Crisis (Chicago Studiesin American Politics) without
we understand teach the one who examining it become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't be
worry Why Washington Won't Work: Polarization, Political Trust, and the Governing Crisis (Chicago
Studiesin American Politics) can bring whenever you are and not make your tote space or bookshelves' turn
out to be full because you can have it within your lovely laptop even cellphone. This Why Washington Won't
Work: Polarization, Palitical Trust, and the Governing Crisis (Chicago Studiesin American Politics) having
great arrangement in word aswell as layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Edward Gilbert:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside using friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV 24 hours aday. Y ou can have new activity to pay your whole day by examining a book. Ugh,
you think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It fine you can
have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Why Washington Won't Work:
Polarization, Political Trust, and the Governing Crisis (Chicago Studiesin American Politics) whichis
obtaining the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's see.

L ouetta Cantrell:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you might have it in e-book
method, more simple and reachable. This Why Washington Won't Work: Polarization, Political Trust, and
the Governing Crisis (Chicago Studies in American Politics) can give you alot of buddies because by you



investigating this one book you have factor that they don't and make an individual more like an interesting
person. That book can be one of one step for you to get success. This publication offer you information that
perhaps your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than different make you to be great folks. So , why
hesitate? We need to have Why Washington Won't Work: Polarization, Political Trust, and the Governing
Crisis (Chicago Studiesin American Politics).
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