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"Ford Motor Company would not have survived the competition had it not been for an emphasis on results.
We must view education the same way," the U.S. Secretary of Education declared in 2003. But is he right?
In this provocative new book, Larry Cuban takes aim at the alluring cliché that schools should be more
businesslike, and shows that in its long history in business-minded America, no one has shown that a
business model can be successfully applied to education.

In this straight-talking book, one of the most distinguished scholars in education charts the Gilded Age
beginnings of the influential view that American schools should be organized to meet the needs of American
businesses, and run according to principles of cost-efficiency, bottom-line thinking, and customer
satisfaction.

Not only are schools by their nature not businesslike, Cuban argues, but the attempt to run them along
business lines leads to dangerous over-standardization--of tests, and of goals for our children. Why should
we think that there is such a thing as one best school? Is "college for all" achievable--or even desirable? Even
if it were possible, do we really want schools to operate as bootcamps for a workforce? Cuban suggests that
the best business-inspired improvement for American education would be more consistent and sustained on-
the-job worker training, tailored for the job to be done, and business leaders' encouragement--and adoption--
of an ethic of civic engagement and public service.
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From reader reviews:

Roger Ruelas:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time? Sure,
you can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to
take a go walking, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book allowed The
Blackboard and the Bottom Line: Why Schools Can't Be Businesses? Maybe it is being best activity for you.
You understand beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do
you agree with the opinion or you have various other opinion?

Lori Thomas:

This The Blackboard and the Bottom Line: Why Schools Can't Be Businesses is great reserve for you
because the content that is certainly full of information for you who always deal with world and also have to
make decision every minute. That book reveal it facts accurately using great manage word or we can state no
rambling sentences inside. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't
mean it only provides straight forward sentences but difficult core information with splendid delivering
sentences. Having The Blackboard and the Bottom Line: Why Schools Can't Be Businesses in your hand like
getting the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no guide that offer you
world in ten or fifteen second right but this reserve already do that. So , this is good reading book. Hello Mr.
and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt that?

Margaret Soto:

Beside that The Blackboard and the Bottom Line: Why Schools Can't Be Businesses in your phone, it can
give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge you
will got here is fresh from oven so don't become worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow
village. It is good thing to have The Blackboard and the Bottom Line: Why Schools Can't Be Businesses
because this book offers for your requirements readable information. Do you often have book but you rarely
get what it's all about. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable
arrangement here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to
miss the item? Find this book as well as read it from currently!

Christina Lazarus:

In this particular era which is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more
treasured than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple strategy to have that.
What you are related is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to get a look at some books.
Among the books in the top checklist in your reading list is actually The Blackboard and the Bottom Line:
Why Schools Can't Be Businesses. This book which is qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you
closer in getting precious person. By looking right up and review this reserve you can get many advantages.
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