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In a midcentury American cultural episode forgotten today, intellectuals of all schools shared a belief that
human nature was under threat. The immediate result was a glut of dense, abstract books on the "nature of
man." But the dawning "age of the crisis of man," as Mark Greif calls it, was far more than a historical
curiosity. In this ambitious intellectual and literary history, Greif recovers this lost line of thought to show
how it influenced society, politics, and culture before, during, and long after World War II.

During the 1930s and 1940s, fears of the barbarization of humanity energized New York intellectuals,
Chicago protoconservatives, European Jewish émigrés, and native-born bohemians to seek "re-
enlightenment," a new philosophical account of human nature and history. After the war this effort diffused,
leading to a rebirth of modern human rights and a new power for the literary arts.

Critics' predictions of a "death of the novel" challenged writers to invest bloodless questions of human nature
with flesh and detail. Hemingway, Faulkner, and Richard Wright wrote flawed novels of abstract man.
Succeeding them, Ralph Ellison, Saul Bellow, Flannery O'Connor, and Thomas Pynchon constituted a new
guard who tested philosophical questions against social realities—race, religious faith, and the rise of
technology—that kept difference and diversity alive.

By the 1960s, the idea of "universal man" gave way to moral antihumanism, as new sensibilities and social
movements transformed what had come before. Greif's reframing of a foundational debate takes us beyond
old antagonisms into a new future, and gives a prehistory to the fractures of our own era.
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From reader reviews:

Holly Silva:

The ability that you get from The Age of the Crisis of Man: Thought and Fiction in America, 1933-1973 will
be the more deep you rooting the information that hide into the words the more you get thinking about
reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to be aware of but The Age of the Crisis of Man: Thought
and Fiction in America, 1933-1973 giving you excitement feeling of reading. The author conveys their point
in selected way that can be understood by anyone who read the item because the author of this book is well-
known enough. That book also makes your current vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then
can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We recommend you for having this The Age of
the Crisis of Man: Thought and Fiction in America, 1933-1973 instantly.

Harriet White:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them
household or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching
TV, or perhaps playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity that's look different
you can read a new book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent the
entire day to reading a book. The book The Age of the Crisis of Man: Thought and Fiction in America,
1933-1973 it is very good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this book. These were enjoying
reading this book. If you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy often the e-book. You
can m0ore effortlessly to read this book from your smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book has
high quality.

Eleanor Yoo:

The Age of the Crisis of Man: Thought and Fiction in America, 1933-1973 can be one of your beginning
books that are good idea. We recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that will
increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information.
The copy writer giving his/her effort to set every word into joy arrangement in writing The Age of the Crisis
of Man: Thought and Fiction in America, 1933-1973 yet doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the
hottest in addition to based confirm resource data that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great
information can certainly drawn you into completely new stage of crucial thinking.

John Guenther:

As a university student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the
library or to make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's soul or
real their pastime. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to generally there
but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring in addition
to can't see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for you. As



we know that on this time, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore , this The Age of the Crisis of Man: Thought and Fiction in America, 1933-
1973 can make you experience more interested to read.
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