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When New York City mayor Michael Bloomberg centralized control of the city’s schools in 2002, he
terminated the city’s 32-year experiment with decentralized school control dubbed by the mayor and the
media as the “Bad Old Days.” Decentralization grew out of the community control movement of the 1960s,
which was itself a response to the “bad old days” of central control of a school system that was increasingly
segregated and unequal.

In this probing historical account, Heather Lewis draws on new archival sources and oral histories to argue
that the community control movement did influence school improvement, in particular African American
and Puerto Rican communities in the 1970s and 80s. Lewis shows how educators with unique insights into
the relationships between the schools and the communities they served enabled meaningful change, with a
focus on instructional improvement and equity that would be familiar to many observers of contemporary
education reform. With a resurgence of local organizing and potential challenges to mayoral control, this
informative history will be important reading for today’s educational and community leaders.

“Community control of schools? We tried that in the Sixties and Seventies, the standard story goes, and it
didn’t work. Heather Lewis has produced our first sophisticated challenge to this received wisdom,
demonstrating that many good things happened in the ‘bad old days’ of community control in New York
City. Most notably, the concept of accountability for student achievement—which we tend to associate with
present-day school reform—was rooted in the same community-control movement that contemporary
reformers deride. Drawing on oral histories and a rich archival record, Lewis reconstructs a forgotten
tradition of democratic activism and change in urban American education. We would all be wise to
remember it.”

—Jonathan Zimmerman, Professor of Education and History, New York University

“We are in the midst of a highly polarized debate over the direction of school reform. Lewis’ new book
provides an insightful historical background to understand these debates and what’s at stake. In this detailed
and clearly written analysis, readers will be able to understand why so many past reforms have failed to
fulfill promises that were made and why much of what has been held out as a panacea for ‘fixing’ our
troubled schools is little more than empty rhetoric. This is a timely and important book that will be a
resource for years to come.” 
—Pedro Noguera, Peter L. Agnew Professor of Education, New York University

“Lewis's extensively researched new book dispels the popular narrative that the decentralization of New
York City's public schools was a complete failure. By closely examining the efforts of two community
boards in the poorest areas of the city, she details how school administrators, parents, and teachers created
innovative and successful educational reform. At last we have a work that sets the record straight on the
achievements of decentralization, the real reasons for its demise, and the devastating impact on the
recentralization under Mayor Bloomberg.”
—Clarence Taylor, Professor of Modern African American, Religion, and Civil Rights, Baruch College



“We need this book now more than ever! Heather Lewis brilliantly describes the efforts of Latino and
African American educators, parents, and activists to create high quality public schools in New York City
from the 1960s to the present.  Their vision was forged in wider struggles for social justice and public
accountability. As we encounter contemporary school reform efforts too often divorced from the needs and
aspirations of poor communities, we must revisit these community-based struggles and redouble our
commitment to high quality public education for all.”
—Martha Biondi, Associate Professor of African American Studies and History, Northwestern University
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From reader reviews:

Teresa Powers:

The book New York City Public Schools from Brownsville to Bloomberg: Community Control and Its
Legacy can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. So
why must we leave a good thing like a book New York City Public Schools from Brownsville to Bloomberg:
Community Control and Its Legacy? A number of you have a different opinion about publication. But one
aim in which book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer using your book.
Knowledge or data that you take for that, you may give for each other; you may share all of these. Book New
York City Public Schools from Brownsville to Bloomberg: Community Control and Its Legacy has simple
shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and large function for you. You can appear the enormous world
by wide open and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Patricia Stokes:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this New York City Public Schools from
Brownsville to Bloomberg: Community Control and Its Legacy publication written by well-known writer we
are excited for well how to make book that can be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written
throughout good manner for you, dripping every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your own
personal hunger then you still skepticism New York City Public Schools from Brownsville to Bloomberg:
Community Control and Its Legacy as good book but not only by the cover but also through the content. This
is one e-book that can break don't judge book by its include, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to
pick this particular!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to yet
another sixth sense.

Dana Register:

The book untitled New York City Public Schools from Brownsville to Bloomberg: Community Control and
Its Legacy contain a lot of information on the item. The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy
technique. The language is very straightforward all the people, so do not really worry, you can easy to read
it. The book was written by famous author. The author brings you in the new age of literary works. You can
easily read this book because you can please read on your smart phone, or product, so you can read the book
inside anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can open up their official
web-site in addition to order it. Have a nice examine.

Gretchen Meehan:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you can have it in e-
book method, more simple and reachable. This particular New York City Public Schools from Brownsville
to Bloomberg: Community Control and Its Legacy can give you a lot of friends because by you looking at
this one book you have thing that they don't and make an individual more like an interesting person. This



book can be one of one step for you to get success. This e-book offer you information that perhaps your
friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than other make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate?
We need to have New York City Public Schools from Brownsville to Bloomberg: Community Control and
Its Legacy.
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