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Much has been written in the past two centuries about George Washington the statesman and “father of his
country.” Less often discussed is Washington’s military career, including his exploits as a young officer and
his performance as the Revolutionary War commander in chief. Now, in a revealing work of historical
biography, Edward Lengel has written the definitive account of George Washington the soldier.

Based largely on Washington’s personal papers, this engrossing book paints a vivid, factual portrait of a man
to whom lore and legend so tenaciously cling. To Lengel, Washington was the imperfect commander.
Washington possessed no great tactical ingenuity, and his acknowledged “brilliance in retreat” only
demonstrates the role luck plays in the fortunes of all great men. He was not an enlisted man’s leader; he
made a point of never mingling with his troops. He was not an especially creative military thinker; he fought
largely by the book.

He was not a professional, but a citizen soldier, who, at a time when warfare demanded that armies maneuver
efficiently in precise formation, had little practical training handling men in combat. Yet despite his flaws,
Washington was a remarkable figure, a true man of the moment, a leader who possessed a clear strategic,
national, and continental vision, and who inspired complete loyalty from his fellow revolutionaries, officers,
and enlisted men. America could never have won freedom without him.

A trained surveyor, Washington mastered topography and used his superior knowledge of battlegrounds to
maximum effect. He appreciated the importance of good allies in times of crisis, and understood well the
benefits of coordination of ground and naval forces. Like the American nation itself, he was a whole that was
greater than the sum of its parts–a remarkable everyman whose acts determined the course of history. Lengel
argues that Washington’s excellence was in his completeness, in how he united the military, political, and
personal skills necessary to lead a nation in war and peace.

At once informative and engaging, and filled with some eye-opening revelations about Washington, the war
for American independence, and the very nature of military command, General George Washington is a book
that reintroduces readers to a figure many think they already know.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Nancy Smith:

Inside other case, little men and women like to read book General George Washington: A Military Life. You
can choose the best book if you want reading a book. Provided that we know about how is important any
book General George Washington: A Military Life. You can add knowledge and of course you can around
the world by just a book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can learn everything! From your
country till foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple factor until wonderful thing you can
know that. In this era, we could open a book or even searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You
should use it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's examine.

Loris Beal:

The event that you get from General George Washington: A Military Life could be the more deep you
digging the information that hide into the words the more you get interested in reading it. It doesn't mean that
this book is hard to be aware of but General George Washington: A Military Life giving you joy feeling of
reading. The copy writer conveys their point in particular way that can be understood by anyone who read
the item because the author of this e-book is well-known enough. That book also makes your own
vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style
are available. We recommend you for having that General George Washington: A Military Life instantly.

Traci Farris:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Try
and pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't evaluate book by its cover may doesn't
work is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the outside
appear likes. Maybe you answer might be General George Washington: A Military Life why because the
wonderful cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint a person. The inside or content
is definitely fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly direct you to pick
up this book.

Fern Gooding:

Many people said that they feel weary when they reading a guide. They are directly felt it when they get a
half areas of the book. You can choose the particular book General George Washington: A Military Life to
make your reading is interesting. Your skill of reading expertise is developing when you like reading. Try to
choose simple book to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the feeling about book and examining
especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to wide open a book and examine it. Beside that the book
General George Washington: A Military Life can to be your brand-new friend when you're truly feel alone
and confuse with the information must you're doing of their time.
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