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The Appalachian Region, as defined by Congress, stretches more than 1,000 miles from northeastern
Mississippi to the southern tier of New York. Spanning 205,000 square miles in 420 counties across 13
states, Appalachia is home to 25 million people and to diverse economic, social, and natural landscapes. The
Appalachian Region confronts a combination of challenges that few other parts of the country
face—mountainous terrain, dispersed population, environmental issues, and lack of financial and human
capital. While the Region has a wide array of natural and human resources to meet these challenges, its rate
of economic growth and development has not kept pace with that of the nation. This report provides a profile
of the people, the economy, and the natural resources of the Appalachian Region. The well-being of the
Appalachian people, the core objective of any development strategy, remains below the national average on a
vast range of key indicators, including employment and earnings levels, household income levels, poverty
rates, and educational attainment. In addition, Appalachia has higher rates of serious disease, mortality, and
disability than the nation as a whole, and in some areas of the Region it is difficult to access treatment and
affordable health care. Some Appalachian communities also lack the physical infrastructure necessary to
create robust, sustainable local economies, such as adequate water and sewer systems and broadband access.
Each subregion of Appalachia faces unique challenges. In Central Appalachia, persistent socioeconomic
distress and out-migration have resulted in a significant gap in human, natural, and financial capital, which
greatly hinders economic development. Northern Appalachia continues to work to overcome
deindustrialization and depopulation, and to develop niche industries to restore stability to the regional
economy. Southern Appalachia has generally enjoyed relatively high population and job growth over the past
few decades due to its focus on preserving and enhancing its manufacturing-based economy. The consistent
contrast between regional and national measures of well-being is at odds with a region possessing abundant
natural resources and enjoying significant locational advantages. The Region’s large reserves of energy and
water have provided a solid base for traditional industries such as farming, forestry, mining, and
manufacturing. However, patterns in global trade and technology have shaken Appalachia’s historic
economic reliance on its natural resources and disrupted many local economies that were already fragile. The
combination of these special problems in Appalachia has resulted in concentrated areas of poverty and
unemployment. And while the Region has a wealth of natural resources that have benefited the nation, those
resources have not generated the level of economic stability, employment, and prosperity that is found across
the rest of the nation. The development of new strategies for the growth and diversification of Appalachia’s
economy must therefore account not only for the challenges and opportunities facing Appalachia, but also
for the tremendous diversity of needs and assets across the Region.
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From reader reviews:

Rose Slagle:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive now, people have do
something to make these survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice through
surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated the item for a while is reading.
Yes, by reading a reserve your ability to survive raise then having chance to stand up than other is high. To
suit your needs who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this Economic Assessment of
Appalachia book as beginner and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is usually more than just a
book.

Randal Revilla:

This Economic Assessment of Appalachia usually are reliable for you who want to be considered a
successful person, why. The explanation of this Economic Assessment of Appalachia can be on the list of
great books you must have is giving you more than just simple studying food but feed anyone with
information that perhaps will shock your preceding knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it
everywhere and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed types. Beside that this Economic
Assessment of Appalachia forcing you to have an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you
trial run of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day action. So , let's have it and revel in
reading.

Joan Freeman:

You can spend your free time to read this book this e-book. This Economic Assessment of Appalachia is
simple to bring you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not
include much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you easier
to read it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of benefits that
you will get when one buys this book.

Beatrice Kennemer:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
from a book. Book is written or printed or highlighted from each source this filled update of news. In this
particular modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media social
including newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You
can add your understanding by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book?
Or just in search of the Economic Assessment of Appalachia when you necessary it?
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