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A Frenchman rents a Hollywood movie. A Thai schoolgirl mimics Madonna. Saddam Hussein chooses
Frank Sinatra's "My Way" as the theme song for his fifty-fourth birthday. It is a commonplace that
globalization is subverting local culture. But is it helping as much as it hurts? In this strikingly original
treatment of a fiercely debated issue, Tyler Cowen makes a bold new case for a more sympathetic
understanding of cross-cultural trade. Creative Destruction brings not stale suppositions but an economist's
eye to bear on an age-old question: Are market exchange and aesthetic quality friends or foes? On the whole,
argues Cowen in clear and vigorous prose, they are friends. Cultural "destruction" breeds not artistic demise
but diversity.

Through an array of colorful examples from the areas where globalization's critics have been most vocal,
Cowen asks what happens when cultures collide through trade, whether technology destroys native arts, why
(and whether) Hollywood movies rule the world, whether "globalized" culture is dumbing down societies
everywhere, and if national cultures matter at all. Scrutinizing such manifestations of "indigenous" culture as
the steel band ensembles of Trinidad, Indian handweaving, and music from Zaire, Cowen finds that they are
more vibrant than ever--thanks largely to cross-cultural trade.

For all the pressures that market forces exert on individual cultures, diversity typically increases within
society, even when cultures become more like each other. Trade enhances the range of individual choice,
yielding forms of expression within cultures that flower as never before. While some see cultural decline as a
half-empty glass, Cowen sees it as a glass half-full with the stirrings of cultural brilliance. Not all readers
will agree, but all will want a say in the debate this exceptional book will stir.
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From reader reviews:

Angela Jones:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their down time with their
family, or their friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or
picnic inside the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to
fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book may be option to fill your totally free time/
holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to test look
for book, may be the guide untitled Creative Destruction: How Globalization Is Changing the World's
Cultures can be fine book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Kristy Douglas:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Attempt to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't ascertain book by its cover may
doesn't work here is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in
the outside search likes. Maybe you answer could be Creative Destruction: How Globalization Is Changing
the World's Cultures why because the fantastic cover that make you consider regarding the content will not
disappoint you. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading sixth
sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.

Andrew Howe:

Is it a person who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day simply by watching television
programs or just lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Creative Destruction: How
Globalization Is Changing the World's Cultures can be the respond to, oh how comes? The new book you
know. You are and so out of date, spending your free time by reading in this fresh era is common not a geek
activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?

Kimberly Gomez:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. That book Creative Destruction: How Globalization Is Changing the
World's Cultures was bright colored and of course has pictures around. As we know that book Creative
Destruction: How Globalization Is Changing the World's Cultures has many kinds or variety. Start from kids
until young adults. For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and believe that you are the
character on there. Therefore not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it can make you feel happy,
fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading that will.
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