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France has long attracted the attention of many of America's most accomplished historians. The field of
French history has been vastly influential in American thought, both within the academy and beyond,
regardless of France's standing among U.S. political and cultural elites. Even though other countries, from
Britain to China, may have had a greater impact on American history, none has exerted quite the same hold
on the American historical imagination, particularly in the post-1945 era.

To gain a fresh perspective on this passionate relationship, Laura Lee Downs and Stéphane Gerson
commissioned a diverse array of historians to write autobiographical essays in which they explore their
intellectual, political, and personal engagements with France and its past. In addition to the essays, Why
France? includes a lengthy introduction by the editors and an afterword by one of France's most
distinguished historians, Roger Chartier. Taken together, these essays provide a rich and thought-provoking
portrait of France, the Franco-American relationship, and a half-century of American intellectual life, viewed
through the lens of the best scholarship on France.

Contributors: Ken Alder, Northwestern University; John W. Baldwin, The Johns Hopkins University;
Edward Berenson, New York University; Herrick Chapman, New York University; Roger Chartier, Ècole
des Hautes Ètudes en Sciences Sociales; Clare Haru Crowston, University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign;
Barbara Diefendorf, Boston University; Laura Lee Downs, Ècole des Hautes Ètudes en Sciences Sociales;
Stéphane Gerson, New York University; Jan Goldstein, The University of Chicago; Lynn Hunt, UCLA;
Steven Kaplan, Cornell University; Thomas Kselman, Notre Dame University; Herman Lebovics, SUNY
Stony Brook; Robert Paxton, Columbia University; Todd Shepard, The Johns Hopkins University; Leonard
V. Smith, Oberlin College; Gabrielle Spiegel, The Johns Hopkins University; Tyler Stovall, University of
California, Berkeley
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From reader reviews:

Gertrude Knudsen:

What do you consider book? It is just for students since they are still students or it for all people in the world,
what best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that problem above. Every person has various
personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they don't wish do
that. You must know how great as well as important the book Why France?: American Historians Reflect on
an Enduring Fascination. All type of book can you see on many solutions. You can look for the internet
sources or other social media.

Matthew White:

This Why France?: American Historians Reflect on an Enduring Fascination are generally reliable for you
who want to become a successful person, why. The key reason why of this Why France?: American
Historians Reflect on an Enduring Fascination can be one of several great books you must have is giving you
more than just simple reading food but feed an individual with information that might be will shock your
preceding knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions
in the e-book and printed people. Beside that this Why France?: American Historians Reflect on an Enduring
Fascination forcing you to have an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you trial of
critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day action. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Andrew Jefferson:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, short story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not hoping Why France?: American
Historians Reflect on an Enduring Fascination that give your fun preference will be satisfied through reading
this book. Reading practice all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world better
then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be said constantly that reading routine only for the
geeky individual but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for every you who want to
start reading as your good habit, you are able to pick Why France?: American Historians Reflect on an
Enduring Fascination become your own starter.

Lois Schooley:

Can you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Make an effort to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't assess book by its protect
may doesn't work at this point is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not because
fantastic as in the outside search likes. Maybe you answer could be Why France?: American Historians
Reflect on an Enduring Fascination why because the fantastic cover that make you consider regarding the
content will not disappoint you. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside as well as cover.
Your reading sixth sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.
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