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As the largest, oldest, and wealthiest of the original thirteen colonies, Virginia played a central role in the
fight for independence and as a state in the new republic. This importance is reflected in the number of
Virginians who filled key national leadership positions. Three remarkable Virginians stand out in their
service to the new nation: George Washington as commander in chief during the Revolutionary War,
Thomas Jefferson as the philosophic voice of the country, and James Madison as the chief architect of the
nation’s new constitutional system. In The Great Virginia Triumvirate, John Kaminski presents a series of
biographical portraits that bring these three men remarkably to life for the modern reader.

The passage of time, coupled with the veneration so often surrounding historical figures, has obscured the
subtleties and complexities of the founding fathers’ characters. To cut through this fog of myth, Kaminski
relies on the words of the three Virginians themselves, sharing with us a trio of eloquent, and often candid,
voices. (Jefferson once told John Adams that he had not written a history of his times because that history
was to be found in his correspondence, where he could be especially direct and honest.) Kaminski also turns
to the people who personally knew the three great Virginians—their friends, family, acquaintances, and
enemies. Through their public and private writings, as well as the observations of their contemporaries, the
subjects’ distinctive qualities as individuals can be glimpsed with depth and immediacy.

Taken from letters, speeches, diaries, and memoirs, the quotations and vignettes included here shed light on
the actual person behind each public image. George Washington offering a bowl of hot tea at night to a guest
at Mount Vernon who has a cold; Thomas Jefferson extending condolences to John Adams on the death of
his wife, Abigail; and James Madison bequeathing the silver-hilted walking cane, left him by Jefferson, in
turn to the third president’s grandson, Thomas Jefferson Randolph—such moments reveal personality and
character in a way that no official act ever could.

"Much is known to one which is not known to the other," Jefferson wrote, "and no one knows everything."
The cumulative effect of many voices, however, can create a portrait of invaluable insight.
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From reader reviews:

Ida Shrout:

Inside other case, little men and women like to read book The Great Virginia Triumvirate: George
Washington, Thomas Jefferson, and James Madison in the Eyes of Their Contemporaries. You can choose
the best book if you love reading a book. As long as we know about how is important a new book The Great
Virginia Triumvirate: George Washington, Thomas Jefferson, and James Madison in the Eyes of Their
Contemporaries. You can add understanding and of course you can around the world by way of a book.
Absolutely right, since from book you can realize everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you
will end up known. About simple point until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we could open
a book or even searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel bored to go
to the library. Let's read.

Samantha Williams:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside together with friends, fun activity together with
family or just watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by
looking at a book. Ugh, ya think reading a book can really hard because you have to bring the book
everywhere? It fine you can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like The
Great Virginia Triumvirate: George Washington, Thomas Jefferson, and James Madison in the Eyes of Their
Contemporaries which is finding the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's notice.

Clarence Bowen:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book ended up being
rare? Why so many query for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some
people likes examining, not only science book but in addition novel and The Great Virginia Triumvirate:
George Washington, Thomas Jefferson, and James Madison in the Eyes of Their Contemporaries as well as
others sources were given understanding for you. After you know how the truly great a book, you feel need
to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or maybe students especially. Those textbooks
are helping them to put their knowledge. In other case, beside science e-book, any other book likes The Great
Virginia Triumvirate: George Washington, Thomas Jefferson, and James Madison in the Eyes of Their
Contemporaries to make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like this one.

Karen Delamora:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information from
your book. Book is published or printed or created from each source this filled update of news. With this
modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media social just like
newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You can add your
understanding by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just seeking



the The Great Virginia Triumvirate: George Washington, Thomas Jefferson, and James Madison in the Eyes
of Their Contemporaries when you desired it?
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