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Robert Tombs’s momentous The English and Their History is both a startlingly fresh and a uniquely
inclusive account of the people who have a claim to be the oldest nation in the world. The English first came
into existence as an idea, before they had a common ruler and before the country they lived in even had a
name. They have lasted as a recognizable entity ever since, and their defining national institutions can be
traced back to the earliest years of their history.

The English have come a long way from those first precarious days of invasion and conquest, with many
spectacular changes of fortune. Their political, economic and cultural contacts have left traces for good and
ill across the world. This book describes their history and its meanings from their beginnings in the
monasteries of Northumbria and the wetlands of Wessex to the cosmopolitan energy of today’s England.
Robert Tombs draws out important threads running through the story, including participatory government,
language, law, religion, the land and the sea, and ever-changing relations with other peoples. Not the least of
these connections are the ways the English have understood their own history, have argued about it,
forgotten it and yet been shaped by it. These diverse and sometimes conflicting understandings are an
inherent part of their identity.

Rather to their surprise, as ties within the United Kingdom loosen, the English are suddenly embarking on a
new chapter. The English and Their History, the first single-volume work on this scale for more than half a
century, and which incorporates a wealth of recent scholarship, presents a challenging modern account of
this immense and continuing story, bringing out the strength and resilience of English government, the deep
patterns of division and also the persistent capacity to come together in the face of danger.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Tod Espitia:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to learn everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that book has
different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They are reading
whatever they consider because their hobby is reading a book. How about the person who don't like reading
a book? Sometime, individual feel need book once they found difficult problem or even exercise. Well,
probably you'll have this The English and Their History.

Joel Jones:

The book The English and Their History gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You may
use to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can to become your best friend when you
getting pressure or having big problem using your subject. If you can make examining a book The English
and Their History for being your habit, you can get considerably more advantages, like add your own
capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. You are able to know everything if you like
wide open and read a e-book The English and Their History. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that,
science publication or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Nora Emerson:

The actual book The English and Their History will bring one to the new experience of reading a new book.
The author style to explain the idea is very unique. If you try to find new book to see, this book very ideal to
you. The book The English and Their History is much recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-
book from your official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

John Wilson:

You may spend your free time you just read this book this publication. This The English and Their History is
simple bringing you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not have
much space to bring the printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can
save typically the book in your smart phone. And so there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one
buys this book.
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